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Women and children in front of burned houses in Baga, Nigeria, after as many as 200 
civilians were killed in an assault that survivors blamed on soldiers. Though civilian 
casualties have been viewed as routine, the size of the death toll has created an uproar. 
 
MAIDUGURI, Nigeria  Days later, t
evening: soldiers dousing thatched-roof homes with gasoline, setting them on fire and 
shooting residents when they tried to flee. As the village went up in smoke, one said, a 
soldier threw a child back into the flames. Even by the scorched-earth standards of the 

happened on the muddy shores of Lake Chad this month appears exceptional. 
The village, Baga, found itself in the cross hairs of Nigerian soldiers enraged by the killing of 
one of their own, said survivors who fled here to the capital of Borno State, 100 miles south. 
Their home had paid a heavy price: as many as 200 civilians, maybe more, were killed 
during the military
and human rights organizations. 
The apparent size of the civilian death toll  staunchly denied by Nigerian military officials, 
some of whom blame the insurgent group, Boko Haram, for the carnage  has prompted an 
unusual uproar. 

sually have little to say about them. Past massacres of civilians in 
retaliation for soldier deaths have passed largely with impunity. 

government has come under harsh criticism at home and abroad, including the United 
States. The military has said it has begun its own inquiry, and some longstanding observers 



-handed fight against Islamist militants say a tipping point may have 
been reached. 

Shettima, chairman of the Center for Democracy and Development in the capital, Abuja. 
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But in a country where corruption abounds and accountability is rare, others wondered 
whether it would truly become a watershed moment  or get brushed aside as an 
unfortunate side effect of fighting a dangerous insurgency. 

Borno State, Kashim Shettima, one of the first officials to reach Baga afterward, said of the 
mi

 
 a Catch-

that needs to be confronted, the governor said, but not by a military that terrorizes its own 
 

Some Baga residents who did not perish in the flames drowned while attempting to escape 
into Lake Chad, refugees here in the state capital said. Others were attacked by 
hippopotamuses in the shallow waters, officials said. Soldiers shot people as they ran from 
the burning houses, refugees said. 

As flames enveloped the houses   said of the soldiers  he fled 
into the surrounding desert scrub. 

 
Isa Kukulala, 26, a lanky bus driver who had left Baga that morning, gave a similar account: 

inside the fire. They took a small child from his mother and threw him inside the fire. This is 
 Hundreds of residents fled into the bush, where they lived for days 

all children, their parents left them, they were burned.  Borno State officials have 
said hundreds of houses were destroyed in the blaze. 
The army has effectively blocked many journalists from getting to Baga  it is in a zone 
where Boko Haram exercises partial control  and it kept out relief agencies until the middle 
of last week. Cellphone service has been cut off. In a brief statement a week after the 
episode, Brig. Gen. Austin Edokpaye, the commander of the multinational joint task force  
Nigeria shares intelligence with neighboring countries, though its soldiers generally do the 
shooting  

he cross-
said. 

Haram, not by the soldiers. Anybody blaming the soldiers must be a sympathizer with Boko 
 

But the picture given by civilian officials in relief agencies and state government, along with 
the one presented by refugees, was very different, with the vast majority of deaths attributed 
to the military. 

boys told 
 



A senior official under the governor, Mr. Shettima, who is not affiliated with the governing 
t soldiers do in 

 

 
In the accounts of refugees and officials, the killings started after a few gunmen, most likely 

evening of April 16. 
aid Mohammed Bella Sani, a fisherman 

area of fluid national borders, officials say, and has even chased away all government 
presence, including officials and police officers, from many rural districts. 
In Baga, the soldiers went for reinforcements after one among them was killed, residents 

Sani said. 
on fire, and people started running back to save the 

said. 
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