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U.S. Strengthens Zimbabwe Sanctions 

By STEVEN LEE MYERS
WASHINGTON — President Bush expanded sanctions against Zimbabwe on Friday even as he held out the possibility of a reversal in American policy if negotiations now under way result “in a new government that reflects the will of the Zimbabwean people.”

Calling Zimbabwe’s government illegitimate, Mr. Bush ordered the new sanctions to intensify pressure on President Robert Mugabe, his political supporters and government-connected businesses after elections marred by violence and intimidation and widely denounced as fraudulent. 

“No regime should ignore the will of its own people and calls from the international community without consequences,” Mr. Bush said in a statement that accompanied an executive order expanding American sanctions.

Mr. Bush’s step came two weeks after Russia and China vetoed an American-led effort to impose international sanctions on Zimbabwe. Both countries argued that the United Nations Security Council should not interfere in Zimbabwe’s internal affairs.

The Bush administration, frustrated by the vetoes, has since focused on expanding the scope of existing American sanctions, in particular singling out banks and mining companies, which provide Zimbabwe with its main source of foreign currency, an administration official said. 

The latest move was carefully coordinated with the European Union, which also tightened sanctions on Mr. Mugabe and other senior officials this week. 

The Bush administration official, who was not authorized to speak on the record about administration deliberations, said the sanctions by the United States and the European Union were an effort, despite the Security Council vote, to intensify international diplomatic and economic pressure on Mr. Mugabe’s government. Even as Mr. Mugabe remains defiant, his government has shown signs of bending to demands from opponents at home and abroad.

On Monday Mr. Mugabe and his main challenger, Morgan Tsvangirai, the opposition leader, agreed to hold negotiations aimed at ending the political and economic turmoil that has convulsed Zimbabwe since the first round of presidential elections in March, which Mr. Tsvangirai’s party and his supporters say he won outright. 

The official results required a runoff on June 27, but Mr. Tsvangirai dropped out, citing intimidation and violence against his supporters. Mr. Mugabe was declared the winner of the runoff in the face of international condemnation.

Representatives of both men continue to meet in South Africa in an attempt to form a national unity government, though Mr. Mugabe’s opponents remain deeply skeptical that he intends to share power after a bloody election campaign that included the beatings and killings of opposition supporters.

In his statement, Mr. Bush sought to offer both a carrot and a stick. He said that the United States would offer “a substantial assistance package” to the impoverished and politically tumultuous country if a representative government took office, presumably without Mr. Mugabe as president. 

Separately, he ordered the State Department to free up $2.5 million in emergency assistance for refugees and people seeking political asylum from Mr. Mugabe’s government. He said that the United States would continue to contribute humanitarian aid.

Arvind Ganesan, director of business and human rights for Human Rights Watch, said that the impact of the sanctions would depend on how aggressively the United States enforces them and whether other international corporations also abide by them, even if not required by law to do so. He called that “the chilling effect.”

“It signals the administration is getting frustrated by the slow reaction of the international community,” he said.

Before Friday’s action, the United States already imposed sanctions against Mr. Mugabe, the country’s president for 28 years, and 129 other individuals and 35 businesses. Those sanctions freeze all assets in banks within United States jurisdiction and prohibit Americans from trading with the individuals or businesses. The American sanctions against Zimbabwe first went into effect in 2003 and were expanded in 2005.

Friday’s order added 17 more businesses, which the Treasury Department said in an unusually pointed statement were used by Mr. Mugabe and his “regime cronies” to “illegally siphon revenue and foreign exchange from the Zimbabwean people.” 

The companies include the Zimbabwe Mining Development Corporation, which controls all mineral exports; the Zimbabwe Iron and Steel Company, the country’s largest steel works; the commercial arm of Zimbabwe’s army, known as Osleg, or Operation Sovereign Legitimacy; and several of the country’s largest banks.

The sanctions also apply to Thamer bin Saeed Ahmed al-Shanfari, an Omani whose company, Oryx Natural Resources, has close ties to Mr. Mugabe, the Treasury Department says. 

The administration official described the sanctions as significant in impact, if not in scope, because the added businesses were “actually the ones generating the cash flow” the government used to pay for militias that were implicated in the election violence. 

The official said Mr. Bush’s order left open the possibility that more enterprises and individuals could be named if political conditions worsened in Zimbabwe.
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