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Talks to Start on Zimbabwe Crisis 

By ALAN COWELL and GRAHAM BOWLEY
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President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, center, met on Monday with his political enemies, Morgan Tsvangirai, right, and Arthur Mutambara, in Harare. 

As negotiations between Zimbabwe’s feuding political parties loomed on Tuesday, the European Union increased the pressure on President Robert Mugabe by widening sanctions against senior Zimbabwean officials.

Though it expressed support for “any credible mediation effort” that led to a new government in Zimbabwe, the Council of the European Union said it had “decided to penalize those responsible for the campaign of violence” that characterized the country’s recent election season.

The European Union has already imposed an arms embargo, visa restrictions and the freezing of assets in relation to scores of senior officials in Zimbabwe’s government. Its action on Tuesday added 37 people and 4 companies to that list, news agencies reported. 

The number of Zimbabweans now facing restrictions on their banking and travel is 168, but apart from Mr. Mugabe and his immediate family, few of them have been publicly identified. 

European foreign ministers said the measures were needed to keep up the pressure on the government to negotiate, especially since Russia and China this month vetoed a United Nations Security Council resolution to bring international sanctions against Zimbabwe. 

In its statement, the Council of the European Union said “in no way” was it “able to accept as a fait accompli the status quo currently prevailing in Zimbabwe,” where an economic collapse has been worsened in recent months by a broad crackdown against supporters of the political opposition, teachers, aid workers, diplomats, even churchgoers. 

On Monday, the government and the opposition agreed to commit to a dialogue “with a view to creating a genuine, viable, permanent and sustainable solution” to Zimbabwe’s crisis. 

The accord could reflect a remarkable turnabout in the fortunes of a land torn by political bloodletting and economic ruin — or, some analysts said, it could turn out to be one more maneuver by Mr. Mugabe to retain the office he has held for 28 years.

Thabitha Khumalo, deputy spokeswoman for the opposition, said she hoped the negotiators would leave Wednesday in time for talks to begin Thursday in Pretoria, South Africa. She said the opposition was sending its secretary general, Tendai Biti, who has been charged with treason, and its deputy treasurer general, Elton Mangoma. 

Alan Cowell reported from Paris, and Graham Bowley from New York.
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