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Mugabe Is Sworn In to Sixth Term After Victory in One-Candidate Runoff 
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Robert Mugabe was hastily sworn in as Zimbabwe’s president on Sunday in Harare. 

JOHANNESBURG — Robert Mugabe, the runaway winner in a one-horse race, was quickly inaugurated Sunday as president of Zimbabwe after a runoff election on Friday. His opponent had already dropped out because state-sponsored enforcers were beating and killing his followers.

“I, Robert Gabriel Mugabe, do swear that I will truly serve in the office of president, so help me God,” he said somberly as he stood before a white-wigged judge under a red-carpeted tent at his official residence in Harare.

So began the 84-year-old Mr. Mugabe’s sixth term as president, the victor in an election many world leaders have denounced as illegitimate. 

In another blow to his credibility, election observers for the Southern African Development Community, a bloc of 14 nations, concluded in a statement that the election “did not represent the will of the people of Zimbabwe,” Reuters reported.

Mr. Mugabe is now expected to travel to Sharm el Sheik, Egypt, for a meeting of the African Union on Monday. There, representatives of Zimbabwe’s opposition leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, will ask the continent’s leaders to refuse to recognize Mr. Mugabe’s election and to appoint a mediator who can help find a negotiated way out of the country’s political impasse.

Mr. Tsvangirai, who won 48 percent of the vote to Mr. Mugabe’s 43 percent in the March 29 general election, cannot attend the meeting in person. He is unable to travel because Zimbabwean authorities have refused to give him back his passport after he turned it in to have pages added.

In a telephone interview on Sunday from the Dutch Embassy in Harare, where he has sought safe haven, Mr. Tsvangirai said the African Union’s response to Mr. Mugabe’s power grab is a test of the continent’s commitment to democracy. “Africa is poised for a defining challenge,” he said.

Several African leaders have harshly condemned Mr. Tsvangirai’s repeated detention during the campaign season, the arrest of his chief strategist on treason charges and the violence against his supporters, but they have yet to say what if anything they are willing to do about it. 

Mr. Mugabe, a revered liberation hero and the leader of the ZANU-PF party, has often roused audiences of African officials with his stirring anti-Western rhetoric. The continent’s leaders have a history of inaction when it comes to Mr. Mugabe’s misdeeds. Mr. Mugabe himself said in a recent speech that many of them have worse records for clean elections than he does.

Mr. Mugabe and Mr. Tsvangirai have said they are willing to enter talks, and despite their mutual antipathy, each has reasons for wanting to negotiate. Mr. Mugabe’s party lost control of the lower house of Parliament, which will make it difficult for him to govern. Mr. Tsvangirai is now completely shut out of power.

In a speech after his inauguration, Mr. Mugabe said he hoped the parties would soon start negotiations “as we minimize our differences and enhance the area of unity and cooperation,” according to Reuters.

But the opposition leader said he expected there would be no simple way to ease out Mr. Mugabe, who, after holding on to power for 28 years through other elections that were also denounced as rigged, has now claimed five more years. “He wants to keep power for himself until he drops dead,” Mr. Tsvangirai said. “I have now come to the conclusion that he wants to die in office, and that when he dies, he wants ZANU-PF to continue in power.” 

Mr. Tsvangirai has expressed his deep dissatisfaction with the region’s official Zimbabwe mediator, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, saying he is biased in Mr. Mugabe’s favor. Even as other African leaders have spoken out, Mr. Mbeki has not publicly criticized Mr. Mugabe, contending that he must maintain neutrality. The opposition is hoping that the African Union will choose an additional mediator.

“If we get the African Union to condemn the June 27 election, that’d be good,” said an opposition political strategist, who asked not to be quoted by name because he was discussing internal party matters. “If we can get them to appoint a mediator, we’d be ecstatic. If we can get them to explicitly say they don’t recognize the election, and Mugabe shouldn’t even be there as Zimbabwe’s leader, that’d be historic.”

The quick scheduling of Mr. Mugabe’s swearing-in on Sunday, after election officials announced that he won 85 percent of the vote in Friday’s runoff, differed from the pace after his second-place finish in the general election. 

Then, it took election authorities more than a month to announce that neither candidate had won the majority needed to avoid a runoff. His governing party used the three months before the runoff to pursue a campaign of violence against the opposition that left dozens of Mr. Tsvangirai’s supporters dead and thousands wounded, according to civic groups, Western diplomats and the victims themselves.

The runoff on Friday was marred by physical threats against those who failed to vote for Mr. Mugabe, said human rights groups and Zimbabweans interviewed on election day. Mr. Tsvangirai had asked his supporters to boycott the runoff, but told them to vote for Mr. Mugabe with a clear conscience if they needed to do so to avoid being beaten or killed.

Kennedy Abwao contributed reporting from Sharm el Sheik, Egypt.
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