May 1, 2008

World Briefing | Africa

Zimbabwe: Army Accused of Terror Campaign 

By CELIA W. DUGGER
Human Rights Watch accused the army of providing supporters of ZANU-PF, the governing party, with arms and trucks for a campaign of violence against the opposition Movement for Democratic Change. The group’s researchers said witnesses and others had told them that party agents had set up camp at an army barracks in Manicaland Province and were mounting raids on the homes of the opposition riding in army trucks and armed with guns supplied by the army. A spokesman for the Movement for Democratic Change said that 20 of its members had been killed by pro-government militias since the election on March 29. The authorities have yet to announce who won the presidential election. Independent monitors say it was won by the opposition. The opposition and civic groups have charged that the military has taken a leading role in seeking to ensure that ZANU-PF remain in power and have described events since the election as a slow-motion military coup. Western diplomats have openly questioned whether President Robert Mugabe, in power for 28 years, is still in charge. 
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