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A Photo Circulating on Facebook Embodies the Situation of Muslims in Burma 

This morning, Hadi Abbas, the Deputy Foreign Minister for American and Asian Affairs, and Samia 

Abbou, a representative of the CPR political party, participated in a protest condemning the massacre of 

Muslims in Burma (Myanmar). 

The protest was staged in front of UN headquarters in Tunis. Protesters denounced the massacre, 

holding placards and banners inscribed with human rights slogans. Some of these banners read; 

“Muslims have the Right to Live” and “Animals Have Rights, Where Are Human Rights?” 

The recent strife in Burma began after several Muslim train passengers were accused of gang raping a 

Buddhist girl. In response to these allegations the Muslim passengers were killed, and subsequently the 

Muslim Rohingya minority community in the Arakan region has endured persecution, violence and a 

large, although as yet unconfirmed, number of deaths. 
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Abbou condemned what he characterized as the silence of human rights activists and politicians on the 

subject. “This stand is a message to the international community and human rights activists in Tunisia. 

We want to awaken the conscious of humanity, which is currently acting as a silent bystander to human 

rights violations and the bloody abuses against the Muslims of Burma,” said Abbou. 

“If we won’t support them as humans then we should support them as Muslims. It’s really astonishing the 

way people are silent and still call themselves Muslims. People are active on Facebook in the campaign 

against the massacre, but we are not seeing any tangible affects in reality. At the very least we can offer 

empathy,” added Abbou. 

Abbou spoke in favor of coexistence and diversity, praising the peaceful coexistence between Tunisian 

Jews and the majority of Tunisian Muslims, as an example for Burma. 
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