December 25, 2009

World Briefing | Asia

Thailand: Prime Minister Comments on Mass Deportation of Hmong 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva sought Thursday to quiet international concerns about the possible expulsion of 4,000 ethnic Hmong to Laos, amid objections by United States senators and human rights groups. “We will act according to the law, and we will be very careful,” Mr. Vejjajiva told reporters. The Hmong, an ethnic minority group from Laos’s rugged mountains, are being held at a camp in northern Phetchabun Province. They say they fear political persecution in Laos, where many Hmong fought on the side of a pro-American government in the 1960s and ’70s before the Communist takeover of their country in 1975. 

Copyright 2009 The New York Times Company
