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Afghanistan

Afghan Militants Hold Talks in Maldives
Associated Press, May 20, 2010
The Maldives government reported that Afghan government representatives and members of the Taliban-allied militant group, Hizb-i-Islami, held talks in the Maldives beginning on Thursday.  Humayun Jareir, a member of Hizb-i-Islami, said the talks were organized to bring unofficial representatives together to generate ideas for a peaceful resolution in Afghanistan.  Afghan President Karzai’s government stated that they did not send official representatives because they are planning their own conference with insurgent groups later in May.


Burma

Anger of Burma Political Breakaway
Australia News Network, May 17, 2010
Burmese pro democracy leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, criticized the faction of the former National League of Democracy (NLD) that chose to establish its own party rather than remain united in the now-dissolved NLD’s boycott of the elections. Aung San SuuKyi called the action “undemocratic.” 

Burma Junta Rejects Int’l Poll Monitors
Time, May 12, 2010
Burma’s ruling junta have rejected offers of international monitors for its upcoming elections, but have asked for unspecified support for the vote from the U.S.  The vote, to be held later this year, has been internationally criticized as the military’s attempt to legitimize its hold on power.

Purposes and Principles of U.S. Engagement in Burma
U.S. Department of State, May 10, 2010
Kurt Campbell, Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, issued these remarks regarding the purposes of his two-day diplomatic visit to Burma, describing it as part of an ongoing process of engagement that the Obama Administration launched last year.  He stressed that the key objectives of the visit were to highlight the principles and purposes of U.S. engagement, and to detail the reasons for the “profound disappointment” the U.S. has for what it has witnessed in Burma to date.  Campbell provided a list of issues that he addressed with the ruling junta, including democratic elections, human rights, and its international commitments regarding North Korea.  Campbell stressed the continuing U.S. commitment to its strategic goal: to see a “more prosperous, democratic Burma that lives in peace with its people and its neighbors.” 

Darfur

JEM Say No Perspective to Resume Darfur Peace Talks Soon
Sudan Tribune, May 14, 2010
Ahmed Hussein Adam, Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) spokesman, claims that JEM is closer to withdrawal from the peace process than ever because of the Government of Sudan’s escalation of military action.  Adam said that Joint Chief Mediator Djibril Bassole was incorrect about JEM soon returning to the peace talks in Doha.  The Government of Sudan says that JEM is unwilling to work with the Government and is beginning a military offensive against the Government.

Darfur Mediator Urges Sudanese Parties to Observe Cessation of Hostilities
Sudan Tribune, May 14, 2010
Joint Chief Mediator Djibril Bassole urged the Government of Sudan and rebel forces to stop hostilities and observe the cessation of hostilities agreement.  The Government of Sudan and Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) signed a framework agreement with a cessation of hostities on February 23, 2010, but have since traded accusations of breaching the truce.  Before returning to Doha for peace talks, Bassole has held meetings with Chadian and Libyan leadership on the peace talks as well as the leadership of JEM and the Liberation and Justice Movement (LJM).

Darfur Mediator Says Talks Between Khartoum and JEM to Resume Soon
Sudan Tribune, May 13, 2010
Joint Chief Mediator Djibril Bassole claims that peace negotiations between the Government of Sudan and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) will resume soon in Doha.  Peace talks were suspended in April for the general elections in Sudan.  JEM froze talks on May 2, 2010 citing continuous aerial and ground attacks from the Government of Sudan. JEM leader Khalil Ibrahim also claims that Qatar, host country of the peace process, favors the Government of Sudan and is helping Khartoum to involve small factions in the process, who have no presence on the ground in Darfur.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Four Nations Sign Nile Agreement
UN News Centre, May 15, 2010
In response to water resource concerns in East Africa, seven states were set to sign the Cooperative Framework Agreement (CFA) to replace previous treaties that gave Egypt and Sudan rights to use ninety-four per cent of the Nile waters.  Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia and Rwanda, however, were the only countries to sign the treaty in Entebbe, Uganda.  The DRC, Kenya, and Burundi sent representatives to observe, despite promising to sign the treaty, which will remain open for signature until May 13, 2011.

Kashmir

Violence Surges in Indian Kashmir After Decline
The Washington Post, May 14, 2010
After a decline in violence beginning in 2004, violence has increased in Kashmir in the last year.  A recent expedition by Indian soldiers targeting Muslim militants resulted in 15 rebel and soldier deaths, a fraction of the 76 suspected militants, 23 military personnel, and 13 civilians killed between January and April 2010.  The recent violence could complicate a renewal of peace talks. 

Kenya

Kenya: Referendum Date Set
Daily Nation, May 14, 2010
Chairman of the Interim Independent Electoral Commission Ahmed Issack Hassan, in announcing the referendum date, stated that Kenyans will be able to vote for or against the proposed new constitution on August 4.  The Chairman added that the people can expect full results of the poll just two days later, on August 6.   Both President Kibaki and Prime Minister Odinga support the constitution, but clergy members and politicians oppose the document. 

Kenya Protects ICC Witnesses
AfricaNews.com, May 12, 2010
As part of his five-day visit to Kenya, ICC Prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo met with a cabinet committee to discuss security measures to protect victims and potential witnesses. The role of the police will need to be agreed upon, as the police injured many victims.  Ocampo also called on the Ministers to address other major post-election violence issues, such as the resettlement of internally displaced persons and bringing perpetrators charged with less responsibility to justice.

Kenyan Tribes Arming Ahead of Elections
Reuters Africa, May 11, 2010
Kenya’s Kalenjin and Kikuyu communities are stockpiling firearms ahead of the 2010 presidential elections.  The head of the Centre for Human Rights and Democracy, Ken Wafula, told Reuters that communities are arming themselves on the account that the government is incapable of protecting them.  According to Wafula, Kenyan politicians have organized campaigns to purchase weapons with the support of security officials. 

Nagorno-Karabakh

Karabakh Army Chief Dismisses Azerbaijani War Threats 
Radio Free Europe, May 13, 2010
Azerbaijani officials have threatened to renew the conflict and take back Nagorno-Karabakh by force, if negotiations fail. Lieutenant-General Movses Hakobian, leader of Nagorno-Karabakh’s military forces, says that the threats are political posturing, and does not think that there will be any attacks on the disputed region, as any renewed fighting would be unfavorable for Azerbaijan. Nagorno-Karabakh and Azerbaijan have been increasing their fortifications and military preparedness.  

Baku Condemns Karabakh Elections
Armenia Now, May 17, 2010
Azerbaijani officials have denounced the elections planned in Nagorno-Karabakh.  The Minister of Foreign Affairs warns that the elections will violate both international law and Azerbaijan’s constitution. He said the elections will only be valid if the Azerbaijanis who fled the region during the conflict are allowed to return and vote. 

Turkish Prime Minister Urges Nagorno-Karabakh Settlement
Kyiv Post, May 16, 2010
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Prime Minister of Turkey, said his country will not normalize relations with Armenia until the Nagorno-Karabakh issue is resolved. The un-ratified agreement between Turkey and Armenia would open their shared border and reestablish diplomatic ties. The border has been closed since 1993.

Nepal

Crisis Looms in Nepal as Political Divide Sharpens
Associated Press, May 14, 2010
A sense of impending crisis pervades Nepal’s political landscape, as the May 28 deadline for the Constituent Assembly (CA) nears with the new constitution unwritten and political parties in deadlock.  The cooperation of the former Maoist rebels, who control the largest bloc in the CA, is necessary to extend the CA’s tenure.  If the term of the CA is not extended, the status of the government becomes unclear, though Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal has said that he will not step down in any case.

Bill to Extend CA Term Registered
Republica, May 17, 2010
The government submitted a bill to amend the Interim Constitution that would extend the tenure of the Constituent Assembly (CA) by one year.  Prem Bahadur Singh, the Minister for Law and Justice and one of the two officials who registered the amendment bill, said that the CA had made considerable progress in drafting the new constitution, but that some tasks remained.  Without support from the Maoists, the bill will fall short of the two-thirds majority required for its passage.

Nepal Maoists to Frame Own Constitution
Indian Express, May 17, 2010
The Unified Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist (UCPN-M) warned that it would set forth its own draft of the Constitution on May 29, the day after the mandate of the Constituent Assembly expires.  UCPN-M has appointed Baburam Bhattarai to prepare the party’s draft of the Constitution.  The move reflects the Maoists’ continued opposition to the proposed extension of the Constituent Assembly’s tenure, unless Prime Minister Madhav Nepal resigns. 

Philippines

Aquino Wins 
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 HYPERLINK "http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-world/aquino-wins-philippines-election-20100511-up2i.html"  Election
Sydney Morning Herald, May 11, 2010
Opposing candidates conceded defeat last Tuesday to Benigno Aquino, a harsh critic of the current administration and son of former president, Corazon Aquino. Current president, Gloria Arroyo, has formed a transition team to prepare for the end of her term on June 30. Although Arroyo was barred from running for president again under term limit laws, she plans to remain involved in politics. 

Rebels Want Clear Deal From Aquino Government
Reuters India, May 17, 2010
A senior leader from the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) is calling for Benigno Aquino, the president-elect, to offer a long-term solution to the conflict between the Muslim group and the Philippine government. Mohaqher Iqbal, MILF’s chief negotiator, acknowledged that short-term solutions have been offered, but he would like to see broader political commitments.  One of Aquino’s advisors claimed that Aquino plans on resolving the issue in his first one hundred days in office. 

Warlord Loses, But Uncertainty Shrouds Maguindanao
Philippine Daily Inquirer, May 16, 2010
Esmael Mangudadatu has been elected governor of Maguindanao, a province of the Philippines’ Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM).  His election comes a year after allies of the Ampatuan family killed fifty-seven people, including members of Mangudadatu’s family.  The Ampatuans, backed by President Gloria Arroyo, ruled the province until this election, and had their own private army which carried out brutal attacks on their opposition. The Philippine military is still monitoring the Ampatuans closely. 

Somaliland

Somaliland: President Approves Election Date
Somaliland Press, May 15, 2010
Somaliland President Dahir Rayale approved the National Electoral Commission’s proposed presidential election date of June 26, 2010.  The elections in Somaliland have been postponed three times since 2008 due to registration fraud and widespread multiple registration.  The NEC says it has fixed the voter registration list and confirmed the actual number of legitimate voters, and has also begun issuing biometric cards that may be used as voter cards and national ID cards. 

Somaliland Opposition Dismisses Government Allegations
AllAfrica.com, May 10, 2010
Government-run Radio Hargeisa aired a report on May 5, 2010 claiming that top leaders in Somaliland’s top opposition party have connections with Al-Shabaab, a militant group in south central Somalia.  The Kulmiye opposition party dismissed the report and claims that the report has tainted the image of top figures in Somaliland.  President Dahir Rayale has allegedly accused members of the Kulmiye in the past for having links to Al-Shabaab, though Kulmiye denies any connections to Al-Shabaab. 

Somaliland: Armed Men Clash With Police in Sanaag
Somaliland Press, May 16, 2010
A police officer was killed and one more was wounded in Sanaag after a scrimmage started at one of the voter ID cards distribution locations.  The incident occurred on the first day of distribution in Sanaag and is the first violent incident that has occurred during the distribution process.  Police units from ErigavoCity were dispatched and traveled to Sanaag accompanied by the Sanaag regional authority and elders.

Tanzania

Zanzibar to Vote on Power-Sharing Government
Independent Online, May 15, 2010
The Zanzibar government will hold a vote on July 31, 2010 on whether to change its constitution to allow rival parties to form a coalition government.  The vote is aimed at ending recurring political violence that has marred elections since a disputed poll in 2000.  The current constitution has no provisions for a power-sharing agreement.

UN Official’s Visit to Tanzania Focuses on Development and Conservation
Sunday Monitor, May 10, 2010
Tanzania’s finance minister met with the head of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to discuss Tanzania’s goals of social development and poverty alleviation under the Millennium Development Goals.  The focus was also on conservation and preservation of Tanzania’s vast forest resources that are under threat of deforestation due to current practices.

Thailand

UN Urges Thailand to ‘Step Back from Brink’
AFP, May 17, 2010
The United Nations called on Thailand to “step back from the brink” as troops and protesters continued to engage in violent clashes in the streets of Bangkok.  The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights urged both sides to set aside their differences and negotiate an end to the violence, warning that the situation could spiral out of control.

Thai Red Shirt Offers Cease-Fire as Deadline Passes
The Washington Post, May 17, 2010
The Red Shirt protesters proposed a cease-fire to end the violence that has paralyzed much of central Bangkok.  The offer came as an estimated 5,000 protesters ignored the government’s demand that they leave their heavily fortified camp in the center of the Thai capital.  The Red Shirts have occupied the camp since March, demanding the resignation of Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva and new elections.  More than 66 people have been killed and some 1,600 wounded since the protests began.

Rogue Thailand General Who Backed Protests Dies
BBC, May 16, 2010
Thai General Khattiya Sawasdipol, who supported the Red Shirt protesters and was shot in the head on May 13, died after spending several days in critical condition.  The announcement of his death came amid new violence in Bangkok, as protesters clashed with soldiers after Thai officials rejected their proposal for UN-backed talks.  Maj. Gen. Khattiya was speaking with a reporter in the protesters rally site when he was shot.  The shooting marked the beginning of intense violence between protesters and soldiers. 
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