November 21, 2008

Hague Warrants for Darfur Rebels 

By REUTERS

AMSTERDAM (Reuters) — The International Criminal Court prosecutor requested arrest warrants on Thursday for Darfur rebels for the first time, accusing them of storming an African Union camp last year and killing 12 peacekeepers.

The chief prosecutor of the court in The Hague, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, said the attacks on peacekeepers in September 2007 were considered war crimes under the court’s statute, and he vowed that they would not go unpunished. “Attacking peacekeepers is a very serious crime,” he said. “This means civilians have no protection.”

The attack, in which eight peacekeepers were also wounded, was the bloodiest assault on peacekeepers since the Darfur conflict began in 2003. The rebel commanders’ names were not made public. 

The peacekeepers, now in a joint force with the United Nations, have been unable to end the fighting, which international experts say has killed 200,000 people and displaced 2.5 million. 
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