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MOGADISHU, Aug. 12 (Xinhua) -- Somalis have been worrying about their future as the term 
of mandate for the Transitional National Government of Somalia expires on Tuesday after 
having been in office for three years.  Mogadishu is exceptionally quiet, but politically many 
people are feeling concern that the end of the transitional government might mean the return of 
yet another civil war back to Somalia.  President Abdiqasim Salad Hassan had a large meeting 
on Tuesday in which he spoke to his council of ministers and parliamentarians, those still 
remaining in Mogadishu since many other officials are in Kenya attending the Somalia
conference, and all the local governments and districts commissioners of Mogadishu. 

Many people expected that the president would be talking about the day, the end of his term in 
office, but surprisingly he did not say a word about it, but still being mindful of the event he 
spoke about the obstacles which his government has met.  "The international community such as 
the Europeans, America and the United Nations have all pledged support for us," he said. "The 
European Union, for instance, has pledged 50 million euros to help the pacification and
disarmament of Somalia, but none of the pledges was substantiated."

"Yet, another problem and a lot worse one was the intervention of Ethiopia into Somalia's
international affairs by supplying weapons and ammunition to the warlords in order to 
undermine the Somali government," he said.  This accusation has always been there, but the 
government of Ethiopia has persistently denied it.  The people of Mogadishu have started 
worrying about their future ever since the president pulled out of the Somali conference in Kenya 
12 days ago.

The president said the conference was aimed at dividing Somalia. And immediately after 
returning back home, he said that according to the constitution his government will continue 
existing until another legitimate government comes to replace his, something that has triggered 
some concern among the Somalis.  Even though there has not been any public or political 
reaction from the Somalis here back home, still the departure of some warlords out of the 
conference is increasing the fear of another civil war in the country.  "The Somali conference in 
Kenya might culminate to the formation of a government for Somalia and Abdiqasim with some 
warlords might also establish another government back home and this will make a government 
on top of another government and war is eminent," said Abdiqani Hassan, a Somali politician.

On a possible peaceful handover of power by his government, the president said his presidential 
seat is now made up of nails and surrounded by fire and therefore he does not enjoy being a 
president.  "If I had had a seat surrounded by flowers like one my predecessor, late Mohamed 
Siad Barre, had I would not have given it up easily, but now with pleasure I accept to step down 
once the conference in Kenya is made free from Ethiopia's involvement," he said.  He has 
admitted that his government had made mistakes by trying to concentrate into Mogadishu.  The 
Somalis are as helpless as ever and many people ask why the international community shouldn't 
intervene before the situation gets out of hand.




