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MANILA, Aug. 13 (Xinhua) -- The US officials who would monitor ongoing talks between the 
government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) arrived in the southern Philippine
city of Cotabato on Wednesday to assess the current peace and order situation in Central 
Mindanao.  The arrival of the US officials came a day before the scheduled visit of President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo in Maguindanao province as part of her provincial sortie, the 
Philippines News Agency reported.

Government peace panel member and Cotabato City Mayor Muslimin Sema said the group, led 
by former Unites States Ambassador to the Philippines Richard Murphy and Deputy Director of 
the United Nations Institute for Peace Mission Frank Dinovan, visited areas of Maguindanao and 
consulted with local government officials on possible solutions to achieve peace in the island.  
"They are getting ideas from the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) over possible moves 
to undertake so genuine peace will reign in Mindanao," said Sema, also concurrent MNLF 
secretary- general. Sema said that the group is also making a study on the Moro rebellion 
problem in Mindanao before they would finally participate in the government and MILF peace
talks in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  Apart from assessing the region's peace and order situation, 
Sema said the visitors would also witness on Thursday the launching of the second phase of the 
US-funded Growth with Equity in Mindanao and Livelihood Enhancement Assistance for Peace.  
Only last month, Arroyo said US President George W. Bush expressed willingness in witnessing 
the signing of peace agreement between the government and the MILF.

The US government earlier gave the Arroyo administration some 30 million US dollars in 
support of the government-MILF peace talks.  Another 20 million dollars would be granted by 
the United States when both parties reach a final peace agreement.  The US officials' visit came 
amid an ongoing military operation in Maguindanao to get international terrorist Fathur Roman 
al- Ghozi, who bolted out from his prison cell at the police headquarters in Manila last month 
together with two Abu Sayyaf members. Al-Ghozi, the principal suspect in the Dec. 30, 2000, 
bombing in Manila, was reportedly sighted in Maguindanao after fleeing from pursuing 
government forces in adjacent Lanao del Norte province.  Earlier arrested and gunned down by 
military soldiers in Lanao del Norte was Abdulmukim Ong Edris, al-Ghozi's co-escapee who 
allegedly attempted to grab a firearm from an escort.


