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November 2, 2007

Bhutto Heads to Dubai; Blast Kills 8

By SALMAN MASOOD

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, Nov. 1 — The Pakistani opposition leader Benazir Bhutto left Pakistan today for 

what she said was a visit to Dubai, according to news agency reports. 

“She has gone to Dubai to see her ailing mother and children,” her spokesman, Farhatullah Babar, said

Thursday afternoon after Ms. Bhutto flew from Karachi, according to The Associated Press. She is expected

back by Nov. 9 for a rally by her Pakistan People’s Party,

Ms. Bhutto went ahead with the trip even though at a press conference in Karachi on Wednesday evening 

she had said she was considering postponing her departure because of speculation that the Pakistani 

president, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, might impose emergency rule.

Such speculation relates to a Supreme Court ruling, now expected in mid-November, on whether General

Musharraf was eligible for the presidential election he won in early October. If it rules that he was not, the 

thinking goes, he might declare emergency rule to retain power after his current term expires on Nov. 15. 

The Supreme Court must also rule soon on whether an amnesty for Ms. Bhutto related to corruption charges

is legal. 

Ms. Bhutto survived a suicide attack when she returned to Pakistan from Dubai two weeks ago after eight 

years of self-exile to lead her party in parliamentary elections. The truck carrying her in a procession 

through Karachi was hit by at least one suicide bomber, killing 140 of her supporters. 

The violence continued elsewhere in the country today when a suicide bomber struck a Pakistan Air Force 

bus this morning in the central city of Sargodha, killing eight people, including five officers, and wounding

27 others, air force officials said.

Around 7 a.m., the bomber rammed into the bus near Sargodha Air Base. He was riding a motorbike,

according to Maj. Gen. Waheed Arshad, a spokesman for the Pakistani military. Sargodha is about 140 miles

south of Islamabad and is the headquarters of the Central Air Command.

The bus was carrying trainees to a nearby radar installation site on Karana Hills, according to Air Cdre.

Sarfraz Ahmed Khan, an air force spokesman. 

The attack was the first on air force personnel, suggesting an escalation in the challenges to General 

Musharraf. His authority has been undermined by growing unrest in tribal regions near the border with 

Afghanistan, where there has been a rising number of deadly attacks on military targets by militants 

sympathetic to the Taliban and Al Qaeda.
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All earlier major attacks had been on personnel and installations of the Pakistani Army.

The wounded were taken to hospitals, air force officials said.

The attack came two days after a suicide bombing in the garrison city of Rawalpindi, the headquarters of the

Pakistani military. In that attack, seven people were killed and at least 14 were wounded when a young

bomber detonated explosives near a police checkpoint near General Musharraf’s military office.

“This is an extremely serious situation now,” said Talat Masood, a retired army general and military analyst.

“The militants are trying to overpower, overwhelm the government. It is the military versus the militants,

and the people are mere spectators.”

Mr. Masood said the operations by the army against the militants in the northern parts of the country had

been stepped up, and as a result the militants were choosing targets elsewhere. “So, the militants are

reacting at soft targets and they feel they can create much greater impact by doing so,” he said.

The suicide attack today resembled an attack last month when powerful coordinated explosions set off by

two suicide bombers in the heart of Rawalpindi killed at least 25 people, some from Pakistan’s intelligence

agency who were traveling on a bus, and wounded at least 68, according to government and military

officials.

Graham Bowley contributed reporting from New York. 
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