More Than 100 Killed by a Radical Group in Nigeria
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Red Cross officials loaded bodies into a truck in Kano, Nigeria on Saturday. Officials said the attacks by an Islamic sect killed at least 143 people. 
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A police station was among the sites attacked Friday. 
ABUJA, Nigeria — More than 100 people have been killed in a series of attacks in northern Nigeria’s largest city, officials said Saturday, in what appears to be the deadliest strike yet by a radical Islamist group. 

The attackers in Kano on Friday evening struck eight government security buildings, the national police said, including the regional police headquarters, two local police stations, the local headquarters of the State Security Service, the home of a police official and the state police command headquarters. 

The radical sect Boko Haram, which has carried out an escalating campaign of violence in its battle to impose its version of Islamic law across Nigeria, claimed responsibility. A letter distributed to reporters on Saturday said the attacks in Kano, Nigeria’s second-largest city, were retribution for the arrests and killings of members of the sect. 

Residents in Kano described bloody scenes of chaos and confusion as bombs exploded and gunmen started shooting in the street. 

“As we were running to go and hide, another one burst again,” said Hassan Sheriff, who works at a Kano radio station, describing a bomb that went off nearby. “The police started shooting people. We were running around. The police fired at the crowd. We ran away, we can’t stay there. Then another one burst. We heard more than 30 bomb blasts. I saw a dead body there. One police, dead.” 

The full extent of the violence was still emerging on Saturday, with varying reports of the number killed. The Associated Press, citing an official at Murtala Muhammed Specialist Hospital in Kano, said at least 143 people had been killed. An official at the city’s main morgue told Agence France-Presse that it had collected 162 bodies and that others were continuing to arrive. 

An official of the federal emergency agency, Musa Ilannah, said the search and rescue work was suspended on Saturday evening. He declined to offer a casualty figure. 

“We were just picking the corpses and dropping them off in the hospitals,” he said. “We were not counting because that was not our duty. That is for the police to do.” 

A Nigerian Red Cross spokesman, Nwapa O. Nwapa, said his team had taken 50 wounded people to hospitals. 

President Goodluck Jonathan, who has been criticized for failing to act against Boko Haram, which has killed hundreds of Nigerians in the past year, said in a statement that he was “greatly saddened” by the attacks and that he promised that “all those involved in that dastardly act would be made to face the full wrath of the law.” 

The statement said seven people had been confirmed dead in the attacks. 

In Kano, where state authorities declared a 24-hour curfew, shellshocked residents stayed in their homes. 

“People were visibly shocked, visibly shaken,” said Abdalla Uba Adamu, a professor at Bayero University, Kano, who heard the explosions on Friday. “It’s the idea that this is something that happens to others. It’s that sense of vulnerability that is shocking.” 

He said that last fall, Boko Haram sent warnings to newspapers directed at Kano’s residents, demanding that its members be released from jail and threatening to “invade” the city. 

“Nobody took it seriously because this is not their theater of war,” Professor Adamu said. “They don’t have a reason. Actually, they seemed to have shown some kind of respect for Kano.” 

Kano, a city of more than nine million people, is a major political and religious center in the predominantly Muslim north. About half of Nigeria’s 160 million people are Muslim. 

Boko Haram, whose name means “Western education is forbidden” in the local Hausa language, has focused its attacks mainly on government and police sites in the north, and has also threatened to kill any Christians living there. The group carried out a series of attacks on churches last Christmas. Last summer, the sect appeared to broaden its focus when it attacked the national police headquarters in the capital, Abuja, and the United Nations building there, killing at least 23 people. 
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