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Annan Says Rebels Hold Most of Liberia and Its 

Diamond Mines  

Rebels have seized 60 percent of Liberia, including most of its diamond-mining areas, Secretary 

General Kofi Annan said today, citing West African officials.  

An impoverished West African nation of three million people, Liberia has acknowledged 

importing arms and ammunition, despite a United Nations arms embargo, in response to rebel 

offensives, Mr. Annan said told the United Nations Security Council.  

The rebel Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy has been fighting on and off for 

the past three years to oust President Charles Taylor.  

A new rebel group calling itself the Movement for Democracy in Liberia appeared recently in 

the southeast, near the border with Ivory Coast, itself in the throes of a civil war closely linked to 

the one in Liberia.  

Liberia accuses neighboring Guinea and Ivory Coast of giving ''active support'' to 

antigovernment forces, Mr. Annan said.  

His report said a mission from the Economic Community of West African States, a regional 

group known as Ecowas, concluded after visiting Liberia this month that a cease-fire was 

urgently needed to restore security and to clear the way for relief efforts.  

The regional group is trying to organize talks between Liberia's government and the rebels, but 

no date has been set and fighting continues.  

The Ecowas mission learned through its contacts that ''about 60 percent of the territory of Liberia 

was under rebel control,'' Mr. Annan said. He added that the mission was told by Liberia that its 

government ''had been incapable of extracting rough diamonds from Liberian territory because 

most of the diamond-producing areas were under the control of rebels.''  

While Liberia was taking steps to stem any illicit trade in what are widely known as ''blood 

diamonds'' because of their role in fueling conflicts in Africa, the government says it cannot 

control mining in rebel-held areas, he said.  

But his report gave no estimate of rebel production, which is believed to be small compared with 

that of neighboring Sierra Leone.  

The Liberian government argues that it can buy arms despite the United Nations embargo 

because of its right to self-defense under the United Nations Charter.  



The 15-nation Security Council, which is scheduled to discuss Mr. Annan's report on Monday, 

imposed the arms embargo, a ban on diamond exports and a travel ban on Mr. Taylor and his top 

associates almost a year ago, after accusing the government of fueling the civil war in Sierra 

Leone through an illicit arms-for-diamonds trade.  

While Sierra Leone's 10-year conflict ended last year, fighting has since flared in Ivory Coast 

and Liberia.  

The council renewed the penalties for another six months in November, fearing that letting them 

lapse could prompt fresh flows of arms into a region with a history of instability.  

Mr. Annan called Liberia ''a humanitarian tragedy.'' The fighting has driven many from their 

homes and left them cut off from humanitarian aid, all sides have abused human rights, the 

government no longer provides social services and workers are no longer being paid, he said.  

''Whatever decision the Council may take in response to the present report, it must not lose sight 

of the urgent need to find an early solution to the conflict in Liberia, whose deleterious effect is 

fast spreading throughout an already troubled subregion,'' Mr. Annan said.  
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