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THE SHORT CUTS 
Chemical Ali executed for Halabja massacre
Times - By James Hider - January 25, 2010  - Ali Hassan al-Majid, the Iraqi general better known as “Chemical Ali” for his genocidal gas campaign against the Kurds, was hanged today in Baghdad, the highest-ranking member of the regime to be executed since his cousin Saddam Hussein was sent to the gallows in 2006. Full Text
 
‘Chemical’ Ali Executed in Iraq 
New York Times - By Nada Bakri - January 26, 2010 - “His execution turns the page on another black chapter of repression, genocide and crimes against humanity that Saddam and his men practiced for 35 years,” said Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki in a statement. Full Text
 
Event: Saban Center Statesman Forum with President Masoud Barzani
Brookings Institution - Forum and Q&A with HE Masoud Barzani, President of the Kurdistan Regional Government - January 27, 2010 in Washington, DC
 
On January 27, the Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings will host Mas'ud Barzani, president of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG). As leader of the KRG, President Barzani stands at the center of many of Iraq’s most critical political struggles and is one of the key arbiters of Iraqi politics. President Barzani will discuss the upcoming elections as well as the current state of Iraq, the relationship between the central government and Iraqi Kurdistan, and the future U.S. role in helping Iraq build a better, more stable and just country. Full Info
 
Remarks by Vice President Biden in a Joint Statement to the Press with President Talabani 
White House - Joint Remarks by Vice President Biden and President Talabani - January 23, 2010 in Baghdad - Let me also be clear:  The United States condemns the crimes of the previous regime, and we fully support Iraq's constitutional ban on the return to power of Sadam's Baath party.  At the request of the Iraqi government, we will help Iraqis living in the United States participate in the election by making out-of-country voting available.  We are also prepared to support the request of the U.S. -- for U.S. election observers.  This support is only one small example of our commitment to Iraq's democracy. Full Text
 
Prosecutors Seek Genocide Verdict for Chemical Ali 
Institute for War and Peace Reporting - By Hemin H Lihony in Sulaimaniyah and Khabat Nawzad in Halabja - January 21, 2010  
Kurdish prosecutors, Halabja residents and community leaders told IWPR that although they were satisfied with Majid’s death sentence, they want the notorious former defence minister convicted of genocide for the Halabja attacks. Full Text
 
Are you aware that Kurds are being collectively arrested in Turkey?
Radikal - By Oral Calislar - January 25, 2010 - As we talk about the horrors of the Sledgehammer coup plan and demand that action be taken against it, the politicians from the former Democratic Society Party (DTP) and from the new Peace and Democratic Society Party (BDP) are being arrested one after another. Some say the total number of arrests has surpassed 1,000. Full Text
 
Kurdish man at imminent risk of execution in Iran
Amnesty International - Press Release - January 22, 2010 - The Iranian authorities must not execute a Kurdish man on death row whose transfer to solitary confinement last week raises fears that his execution could be imminent, said Amnesty International. Full Text 
SHORT CUTS IRAN
Iran debate: MEPs condemn regime's nuclear programme & dissent crackdown 
[…] "Iran does not respect its international obligations" was the clear statement to the House on the regime's nuclear ambitions by EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs, Catherine Ashton. She told the House that she regretted Iran had not agreed to engage in meaningful talks to broker a settlement either with the European Union or the wider international community.
EU Endorses UN Sanctions on Iran, Delays Own Move 
European Union foreign ministers sought tighter United Nations sanctions against Iran’s nuclear program, while putting off unilateral EU penalties. A day after Iran said it is poised to announce fresh progress on its nuclear goals, the 27-nation EU said it wants to assemble the broadest possible front to isolate Iran.
France says U.N. must take tough action against Iran 
The United Nations should adopt "strong measures" against Iran to persuade Iranian leaders to engage in meaningful discussion about their nuclear program, French President Nicolas Sarkozy said on Friday. Addressing diplomats based in France, Sarkozy said the European Union should also "assume its responsibilities" in putting pressure on Tehran to enter into negotiations.
UK to be hit with more 7/7-type attacks for generations: Muslim leader 
Britain could be exposed to more 7/7-style suicide bomb attacks for generations a senior Muslim advisor warned Monday. The Daily Express quoted Iqbal Wahhab, a leading businessman and member of the -Ethnic Minority Advisory Group, as saying that a terrorist attack Britain was imminent. His warning comes after Home Secretary Alan Johnson raised the security alert from SDHp "substantial" to "severe" at the weekend.
Iranian president promises "good news" on nuclear fuel 
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said Sunday that Iran will announce "good news" regarding the 20-percent enriched nuclear fuel needed for a medical research reactor in Tehran, the official IRNA news agency reported. "During the 10 days of dawn good news concerning the 20-percent enriched fuel will be announced," Ahmadinejad told reporters after presenting the bill for next year's budget to the Majlis (Parliament). "The news we will announce may make the Iranian nation and all the freedom-loving nations happy," he added. 
Intelligence from Tehran Elevates Concern in the West 
The West has long been suspicous of Iran's nuclear program. DER SPIEGEL has obtained new documents on secret tests and leadership structures that call into question Tehran's claims to be exclusively interested in the peaceful use of the technology. […] After an extensive internal investigation, IAEA officials concluded that a computer obtained from Iran years ago contains highly volatile material. The laptop reached the Americans through Germany's foreign intelligence agency, the Bundesnachrichtendienst (BND), and was then passed on to the IAEA in Vienna. 
Opinion: There are sanctions and sanctions 
Surprise, Surprise. Our "multilateralist" European allies — never mind the Chinese and the Russians — won't crank up Iran sanctions. Hypocrisy has reached new heights: during the annual joint meeting between the German and Israeli Cabinets — deciding whether the Jewish state will again be gifted more submarines — comes a billion-dollar German package to subsidize the mullahs' liquefied natural gas business. The deal is the latest of 1,700 German state-subsidized export deals to Iran, which have tripled in value to $6.5 billion annually from 2000 to 2007. 
Kirkuk's Political Parties Staking Future on Coalitions
Posted GMT 1-25-2010   
Kirkuk was deprived of participation in last year's provincial elections but it is already gearing up for the national elections in March, as the region's many political groupings begin to court one another and forge alliances. It will be the first time the province has gone to the polls since 2005.
27 coalitions in Kirkuk are competing for 12 of the Iraqi parliament's 325 seats. While many politicians argue that the high number of participating lists in the election is proof of Iraq's democratic transformation, others believe the multiplicity of parties will only confuse voters.
Most political groupings in Kirkuk Province plan to participate in the forthcoming parliamentary elections by joining larger political blocs, enabling them to win seats in the Iraqi parliament.
In the 2005 elections, most Turkmen parties joined forces and were still able to win just one seat. But today these parties are members of still larger political lists and blocs. The Turkmen Islamic party is part of the State of Law coalition headed up by Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, while the Turkmen Front has joined the Iraqiyoun coalition. The Turkmeneli Political Party, the Shiite Turkmen Movement and Fawzi Akram joined the Sadrist bloc of the National Alliance headed by Ammar al-Hakeem while the Justice Party is now part of the Tawafuq Front.
Dr. Turhan Mufti, one of the leading members of the Turkmen Front, said that "the Front's programs and slogans will look only to the interests of the Turkmen people who will never allow the city to be annexed to the Kurdistan Region."
Kirkuk is argued over more than any other city in Iraq. Arabs and Turkmen want it to be annexed by central government, while Kurds want to annex it to the Kurdistan region.
The city itself, sitting 250 kilometers north of Baghdad, sits in an oil-rich region inhabited by Kurds, Arabs, Turkmen and even Christians. Most of the Arab population is concentrated in Hawija District and areas that skirt it. The other two districts, Dibis and Daquq, have a Kurdish majority while Taza, to the south of the city of Kirkuk, is inhabited by a Turkmen majority.
Arshad Saleh, the main candidate of the Turkmen Front in Kirkuk, said that "despite the fact that we are joining many lists we all agree never to abandon the rights of Turkmen."
Tahseen Kahiya, a member of the Islamic Union' political bureau and the party's candidate in national elections, said that he does not expect negative fallout from the growing trend for Turkmen to join other lists because there is a good understanding between the two sides, which will continue even after the elections.
According to Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) statistics, the population of Kirkuk province is around 1,343,000. 787,000 are expected to participate in the election, at which they can vote for 27 different political entities, one of them an independent candidate. Firhad Talabani, the head of IHEC's office in Kirkuk, told Niqash that "there are 299 electoral centers in the province. 184 are in the city center and 115 are in the different districts and regions of Kirkuk province."
Kurdish parties have also joined a number of lists but most have chosen to remain with Kurdish lists. The biggest of these is the Kurdistan Alliance, led by Iraqi President Jalal Talabani and Kurdistan's regional president Masoud al-Barazani (from the PUK and KDP, respectively).
The Change Movement, the major rival to Talabani's party, has opted to participate in an independent "Change" list. The two Islamic parties in Kurdistan, the Islamic Group and the Islamic Union, also have opted to participate in and independent lists.
"Kirkuk's Castle" is another list participating in the March elections. The list is headed up by a Kurdish celebrity and is made up of a mix of Kurds, Arabs, Turkmen and Christians. Its main slogan is "Kirkuk belongs to the people of Kirkuk" and it calls for Kirkuk's 1957 borders to be officially recognized. Its electoral program is focused on improving security, providing employment opportunities and fighting corruption.
Shirzad Fateh, a spokesman for the party, said that "according to an opinion poll, more than 90% of the people in Kirkuk are unhappy with the province's administration. They believe that this administration failed to live up to expectations and did not fulfill its responsibilities."
Ali Salie, head of the Change and Renewal List, had been in charge of an independent Kurdish list but has now withdrawn from the elections. In a press conference he explained his decision by saying that his withdrawal was carried out "to serve the Kurdish people and in order to prevent confusion among Kurdish voters."
Arab parties in the region have two joined bigger lists like the State Law List of al-Maliki, the National Coalition of Ammar al-Hakeem, the Iraqi list of Iyad Allawi, the Tawafuq of the Islamic Party or medium-sized lists like Iraq Unity, the Kirkuk Iraqi Front, the National Arab bloc and the list of Ismail al-Hadidi, deputy mayor in the city of Kirkuk.
Muhammad Khalil al-Jibouri, spokesman for the Iraqi Republican Group, said his party will participate in the elections as part of the Iraqi list headed by Allawi. Al-Jibouri complained that the number of Arab lists "will confuse voters." He stressed that Kirkuk is an Iraqi city, before adding: "we are facing a huge challenge and I am afraid that our voters will be confused and so we will achieve nothing. We must reveal the true nature of those parties which claim to represent Arabs but which we know to have separate agendas and sources of funding."
Assyrians also have their own lists ready for the election in Kirkuk province and believe the high number of lists involved to be a positive development. Adwar Orha, a member of the Assyrian Party and currently deputy governor of Kirkuk, told Niqash that the existence of many lists is proof of democratic practices because any person who finds it in himself to stand can nominate himself. "The big number of lists is the best indication of diversity and of the level of understanding and intellectualism among the citizens," Orha said.
By Yaseen Taha - www.niqash.org  
PKK plans terrorist acts in eastern and western cities
 

A Kurdish rally attracted a huge crowd in November 2005. The crowd called for the peaceful resolution of the long-standing Kurdish question. Some participants held banners that featured a picture of Abdullah Öcalan.
The terrorist Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) has set up in a new unit to coordinate large-scale terrorist acts in urban areas, recent statements from its affiliated organizations show.
 

The PKK's urban arm, the Kurdish Communities Union (KCK), will simultaneously stage demonstrations and create chaos in the eastern and southeastern provinces. The group plans to launch this double-front action on Feb. 15, the anniversary of the capture of the PKK's jailed leader Abdullah Öcalan, and continue until March 21, Nevruz, or the spring festival which is of special significance to Kurds.
 
Intelligence sources say the group plans to cause bloodshed not unlike in 1992, the bloodiest Nevruz Turkey has ever seen, though protests and violent protests during Nevruz celebrations are common each year. Tens of people died in the 1992 incidents. The process the PKK seeks to launch on Feb. 15, which it calls “serhildan [uprising] of the masses,” will gradually increase in intensity.
 
The terrorist group has chosen a period that is critical for Turkey. The public expects a new Constitution to be drafted, opposition parties have been pushing for early elections, the public is more polarized than ever and the opposition accuses the Justice and Development Party (AK Party) of establishing a “civilian dictatorship.” There are also rumors of a new closure case in the offing to shut down the AK Party. The PKK’s plans also come at a time when military plans to take over the government are being exposed one after the other.
 
The PKK has played a crucial role in similar eras in Turkey over the past 30 years. To assume that role, the PKK has set up a special command of 150 militants, sources say, under the command of Fehman Hüseyin, a commander of the PKK’s guerilla arm People’s Defense Forces (HPG) who uses the code name Bahoz Erdal. Another commander of the group is Kadri Çelik, who uses the code name Ape Hüseyin and who was in charge of the PKK attacks on the Dağlıca and Aktütün military outposts that left tens of Turkish soldiers dead. Çelik is also a former member of the Turkish Armed Forces (TSK). Çelik and his men are under the control of a group in the PKK known as “İskenderunlular,” who are known for their shady links with some criminal elements inside the Turkish armed forces. This group is led by Duran Kalkan, who is responsible for a PKK attack in the Reşadiye district of Tokat that took the lives of seven soldiers in early December 2009. The PKK had not claimed responsibility for that attack as a group, but the İskenderunlu group had. Kalkan himself is of Turkish origin, and he is one of the three most influential people in the splinter group, which seems to have links to other organizations that are more malevolent than the PKK’s own contacts.
 
The new urban terrorism unit will be using the name of TAK, or the Kurdistan Freedom Falcons, a previous unit of the PKK that was originally established to stage terrorist attacks. TAK was active between 2004 and 2007 but was later suspended by the PKK. Last week, TAK restructured and held its first congress as the new TAK, releasing a written statement announcing its decision to “resist annihilation and policies of denial.” The statement also threatened to stage large-scale attacks on urban targets. “Every place, starting with the metropolises of Turkey, is a warfront for us. Everyone who supports the current system, starting with army officers and civilian bureaucrats, are our targets. Those betrayers, cooperators and submissive segments that serve the current system of denial and annihilation will not be spared from being targeted by us.”
 
Kalkan also made a recent statement to the Kurdish news agency ANF, threatening to instigate uprisings in the Kurdish-dominated East and Southeast. Kalkan in addition targeted the AK Party, accusing it of taking “Turkey” to war.
 
26 January 2010, Tuesday - MELIK DUVAKLI  İSTANBUL
 

The Green Movement and responsibilities that lie ahead
 
Following the November 4th demonstrations —particularly the protests on the Day of Ashura by the Green Movement in Tehran— it has become clear that the bulk of this opposition are ardent opponents of the theocratic rule. The slogans heard that day were echoes of slogans against the Velayet-e-Faghih and the dictatorship. Louder and clearer than any others were those slogans that targeted the foundation of this clerical regime of Velayet-e-Faghih.
 
Those voices forged the beginning of a daunting path for this regime and its leaders who have drenched their hands in the blood of Iranian activists. Theirs are the primary voices targeting this medieval regime which in the past has pretended to perpetuate its indefinite and totalitarian rule, by using its force, power and various ideological theories.
 
Now that the dictatorship has heard those voices, it cannot sleep. Killing innocent people during demonstrations, making baseless accusations and issuing “Fatwas” that punish justice-seeking freedom activists by shedding their blood are all indicators of this government’s bewilderment.
 
However, the story does not end there. Among those with resolute determination to preserve the “holiness” of this regime are those who firmly believe in the cronyism and excessive barbarism of its rulers. This has led to a weakening of the ideal regime. Many are now terrified and have started to criticize the regime in an attempt to strengthen and “return the train of the regime back to its tracks”.
 
They are aware that not only does their criticism have no affect on reforming the regime; they have also completely lost control of its course. The force of this movement towards regime change has pushed the reformers completely aside. As a result, they have retaliated by attempting to cut a deal with the regime. At the very least, they are abandoning the battlefield so the flames that are raging do not burn the regime’s foundation to ashes.
 
Mr. Mousavi’s remarks in his 17th statement and Mr. Khatami’s speech in his meeting with the Central Committee of the Council of Deputies of Majlis on Tuesday, January 9th are examples of such reconciliatory gestures, indicators that we anticipated from the outset.
 
When their hopes to reform the system further deteriorate, in the opinion of these reformers, they hope to show that the Islamic Republic is a much better system than a secular, non-religious form of government.
 
Khatami says, “We should all defend the Islamic Republic.” It is quite simple. The regime of the Islamic Republic including the clerical and religious establishment, have from the beginning to the present day committed themselves to this regime through their continuous service. They have also reached the apex of their dream in this world as regards their personal and material wealth.
 
They believe that through their devotion to the regime of the Islamic Republic and carrying out of their religious duties, they have harnessed happiness and fulfilled their dreams in the other world. They consider the preservation of the regime in its worst form to be a responsibility both in this world and the next. They will not go along with any discordant melody that disturbs their paradise or stands against it. The small group of people exempt from this equation or who do not fit this general rule will not undermine this reality.
 
Therefore, now more than ever before, it is necessary that we propose leaders for this movement who will not only shape it rightly until the toppling of the regime, but who will also contribute to spreading it. Expanding the Green Movement means attracting larger segments of people to its ranks. This is without a doubt one of the most pressing tasks before us.
 
Consider the fact that thus far the Islamic Republic has no regard for or faith in accommodating the demands of this movement; the regime has turned to violence. It is obvious they will continue to use violence. Why? Because according to the regime’s methodology, coercion is the only way to resolve these issues.
 
The regime might be thinking that the dissidents are small groups supported by the Americans and Israelis. They may believe such dissidents are only in Tehran and that people from other parts of the country and other stratums of the society such as the bazaris, workers, etc…have not participated and thus can be silenced by force, instead of being heard.
 
Therefore, the way forward at this point is twofold: (1) to combine the forces and massive waves of support behind this movement across the country and (2) to garner the support of those segments of society that have thus far remained on the sideline.
 
The latter must now actively support this movement. Even in such circumstances, the regime— according to a group who still believe in reform within this regime—will be willing to engage in dialogue with the freedom movement and offer concessions. To accomplish this objective and build a powerful alliance, the movement cannot afford to overlook the need for a platform and a leadership council. In the past, the Green Movement has endured heavy losses due to the lack of these two important factors.
 
To assemble these forces, this is what must happen. The platform, as well as acknowledging the injustice that has been inflicted upon the various stratums of society—in particular the non-Persian nationalities of Iran— must outline clear solutions to these deficiencies. People will only join this movement if there is a concrete plan for the realization of their violated rights and demands following the victory of this movement.
 
In addition, attracting the trust of the Iranian nationalities and establishing a decentralized and federal structure will play a persuasive role in resolving this dilemma. This could be the solution that answers all the criteria of democracy and recognized international principles.
 
Obviously, that is why deciding on a leadership council has become so vital. So many people have been proposed as leaders who differ in their perspectives; some personalities outside of Iran —though less explicitly— have expressed differences of opinion. These people would also like to throw their hats into the leadership circles of the Green Movement.
 
It has become essential that we do away with all this complexity and eliminate the various centers of guidance and leadership. In conclusion, it is of paramount importance that we choose and announce the members of this leadership council who will assume this much-needed responsibility.
 
Mostafa Hejri, The Secretary General of the KDPI
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Iran Special Analysis: What Karroubi’s Statement on “Mr Khamenei”/”Head of Government” Means
  
EA staff have just had a conference to go over all the information we have — from websites and sources inside Iran — on Mehdi Karroubi’s statement today, reflecting on the Presidential election and his acceptance of Mr Ahmadinejad as the “head of the government of the regime” because it had been decreed by “Mr Khamenei”. To ensure an accurate reading of the political significance, we will post a full analysis in the morning.
 
Here are our headline points:
 
NEW Iran Snap Analysis: The Karroubi and Khatami Manoeuvres
The Latest from Iran (25 January): Who Makes A Move Today?
 
1. KARROUBI HAS TAKEN A STAND AGAINST THE “PRESIDENT” AND THE SUPREME LEADER
 
We are treating the statement put out on Karroubi’s website, Saham News, as the cleric’s primary line. (We note the interviews given by Hossein Karroubi to a series of reporters, including Radio Farda, BBC Persian, and Associated Press, but there are ambiguities and some confusion in how those interviews are being written up.) This is the key line:
 
Due to the fact that Mr Khamenei has ‘confirmed/given legal validity to the decree which stated that Ahmadinejad has been elected, for this reason, I consider him [Mr Ahmadinejad] to be the ‘head of the government of this regime’.
 
 
Ahmadinejad is not the President and holds his position not by the will of the voters but the pronouncement of Ayatollah Khamenei. He thus does not have legitimacy. (The most important follow-up to the Saham News statement is a story fed to Rah-e-Sabz, in which Karroubi repeated that he stood with the people and said he did not expect Ahmadinejad to last four years.)
 
And it’s not the Supreme Leader, or indeed Ayatollah Khamenei, but “Mr Khamenei”. That is not a slip, because the statement has been unchanged on Saham News for hours. And that is not respect but an insult.
 
2. DID KARROUBI INTEND TO TAKE THIS STAND TODAY?
 
This is still not clear, given the chain of events. The confusing series of events started when Fars News, granted an interview with Karroubi (we are scratching our heads why the cleric would go to Fars today), printed his statement as recognition of Ahmadinejad as “the President”. So, in one sense, Hossein Karroubi’s series of interviews throughout the day and even the Saham News statement were “damage control”, protecting his father against charges that he had sold out to the regime.
 
“Damage control”, however, did not require that Karroubi take his political shots at Mr Khamenei and “the head of the government of the regime”. So whether or not the cleric started the morning with a plan for a fight or whether he was bumped into it by the Fars episode, the outcome is the same.
 
3. THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE CHALLENGE OF THE “ESTABLISHMENT WITHIN”.
 
My first attempt at analysis connected the Karroubi manoeuvre with the initiative by Ali Larijani-Mohsen Rezaei-Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf to curb or even topple Ahmadinejad. Just forget I wrote that — I was wrong.
 
4. BUT THIS DOES DISTANCE KARROUBI FROM KHATAMI
 
The interesting sub-plot today has been obvious “clear blue water” between Mehdi Karroubi and Mohammad Khatami. As Saham News was putting out the right line on Karroubi v. Khamenei/Ahmadinejad this afternoon, it was also taking shots at former President Khatami. In particular, Saham News was playing up the story — which has not been confirmed — that Khatami had sent a letter to the Supreme Leader seeking reconcilation. What’s more, Saham was pressing the point that Khatami had “recognised” the current Government, thus distinguishing his position from that of Karroubi.
 
Why the divergence? Well, that’s a story to be considered over following days. But let’s be clear: Mehdi Karroubi is out front on this political challenge.
 
5. AND MOUSAVI?
 
But is Karroubi also far ahead of Mir Hossein Mousavi? So far Mousavi has been silent on the day’s events, apart from his website Kalemeh reprinting the Saham News statement.
 
6. COULD EVERYTHING CHANGE?
 
As we broke up the meeting tonight, an EA correspondent said, “You know, Karroubi may well have another statement out when we wake up in the morning.” Indeed, he could, even to the point of issuing another clarification that withdraws/modifies his “Mr Khamenei” position.
 
But, at the least, we can’t see Karroubi withdrawing his now sustained condemnation — sometimes explicit, sometimes in a bit of coding, as today — of President Ahmadinejad. At most, he separates Mr Khamenei from his criticism.
 
So pull back all those headlines that came out earlier today (and are still in some “Western” publications). This is not recognition of the President. This is, to adopt a US term, “dis-respecting”.
 
It’s not a question of if, but how far, Karroubi wants to push it.
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