June 2, 2009

Rights Investigation Team Enters Gaza 

By TAGHREED EL-KHODARY

GAZA — Richard Goldstone, a South African jurist, led a 15-member team into Gaza on Monday for a one-week investigation of possible war crimes and human rights violations by both Israel and Hamas during Israel’s three-week assault that ended in January. The team arrived from Egypt because Israel turned down requests to cooperate. Mr. Goldstone, a former chief prosecutor for tribunals on the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda as well as head of a commission of inquiry into his native South Africa, expressed disappointment at Israel’s position. Israeli officials say his mandate, from the United Nations Human Rights Council, is biased against Israel. 
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