Israel Demolishes Palestinian Homes in West Bank, Negev Desert
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On 29 October, the Israeli military and police demolished several homes in the West Bank Palestinian village of Umm al-Kheir, next to a newly built neighborhood in the Israeli settlement Carmel.  

The demolitions took place primarily in the village’s southern section, but there were also a small number in the northern section of the Haslin-Jahalin family’s land, located next to the Carmel fence.  
The damage to the properties was total: Four stone houses, six tin shacks and one house that didn’t even have a demolition order were razed. Forty-seven people were rendered homeless, including several Bedouin families of the Hazlin-Jahalin tribe (refugees from the 1948 war) who have been living in Umm al-Kheir ever since.  

 In 1981, the Carmel settlement was established in the South Hebron hills. At that time, 40 dunam of land owned by the Palestinian residents of Umm al-Kheir were confiscated for the benefit of the settlement, and residents of Umm al-Kheir consequently lost their farming plots.  

In early 2008, the Carmel settlement was expanded to include a new neighborhood encompassing 50 dunam of land from Umm al-Kheir. Since the establishment of the new neighborhood, settlers have regularly attacked the residents of Umm al-Kheir, with the intention of driving them out of their lands.                                                                         
The following day, on 30 October, an additional 25 homes were demolished and dozens of people left homeless in the village of Mughayir al-Dir. The village is located eight miles northeast of Jerusalem near the Ma’ale Mikhmas settlement. Three-hundred-and-fifty Bedouins live there in shacks of tin and wood. In September 2008, the Israeli military told eight families in Mughayir al-Dir to leave their homes. The residents appealed the orders and a court decision was expected on 1 November. Despite this, the 25 homes and a dozen animal sheds were demolished by the Israeli military.   
According to the Israeli authorities, the reason for the demolition was that the homes were built in a closed military zone without permits.   

On the same day, but this time inside Israel, one house was demolished in the unrecognized Bedouin village of Khashm Zanna in the Negev. At 9:00 a.m., bulldozers, 150 soldiers and 20 members of the paramilitary Green Patrol arrived to demolish the Abu Gwedar home, rendering five people homeless.   

Around 2000 people live in Khazhm Zanna, all lacking access to electricity, water, sewage, paved roads and medical service from the Israeli government. As residents of an unrecognized village, all their homes are defined as illegal by the Israeli authorities, and are therefore under the ongoing threat of demolition.   

Bassam abu Gwedar and his family are all citizens of Israel. According to the Israeli authorities, the demolition order was given because the structure was new and built without a permit. However, as residents of a village unrecognized by the state of Israel, there exists no legal path for the abu Gwedar family to obtain a building permit. The house was built one year ago, replacing the tin hut in which they previously lived. As soon as the house was built, the abu Gwedar family received the demolition order. Even their attempt to take the case to the local court didn’t help. According to the logic of the Israeli system, as long as their home is built without permission, it has to be destroyed.  

Also on 30 October, the unrecognized village of Tweil abu Jarwal was completely destroyed. Located near the Goral Junction in the Negev Desert, Tweil abu Jarwal was inhabited by members of the Talalaq Bedouin tribe, who were evicted from the area in 1952 by the Israeli government with a promise they could return. After being settled in other places but not given permanent authorization to live in these new places, the Talalaq tribe members decided to return to their land and establish the village of Tweil abu Jarwal.   

In the last couple of years, the residents of Tweil abu Jarwal have been victims of approximately 20 demolitions of their entire village, and over 100 people have been left homeless time and time again.
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