February 5, 2008

Turkish Jets Bomb Northern Iraq 

By SABRINA TAVERNISE
ISTANBUL — Turkish fighter jets bombed targets in northern Iraq on Monday, the Turkish military said, the fifth major strike against Kurdish rebels this year.

In a statement posted on its Web site, the Turkish military said it had struck 70 targets in the Avashin and Harkuk districts in a 12-hour bombing run that began at 3 a.m. The military did not give details on damage or deaths. 

It said that the targets were in 11 different places in the area where it bombed. 

Turkey has been waging a bombing campaign against Kurdish militant targets in northern Iraq since December, involving both planes and artillery, in an American-sanctioned effort to weaken the Kurdish guerrilla group that hides there.

The guerrilla group, the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, has fought the Turkish military since the 1980s, pressing for more rights and an autonomous region for the country’s Kurds. Turkey however says their claims amount to a threat to Turkish sovereignty.

In October, the guerrillas captured eight Turkish soldiers in a bloody ambush that enraged Turkey and helped stir its government to the verge of invading northern Iraq. The soldiers were released after two weeks.
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