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Iraq Executes 23 People In Two Days 

Most Of Them Convicted On Terrorism Charges 

Baghdad: Iraq executed 23 people during two days in September, most of them convicted on terrorism 

charges, the justice ministry said Tuesday. Twenty of the 23 were either al-Qaeda members or otherwise 

involved in terrorism, while three were convicted of unspecified “criminal charges,” a ministry spokesman 

said. The executions were carried out on Sept 22 and 26. They take to at least 90 the number of people 

who have been put to death in Iraq this year, according to an AFP tally based on reports from the ministry 

and officials. 

 

Executions in Iraq, which are usually carried out by hanging, have drawn widespread condemnation from 

the European Union, the United Nations and rights watchdogs. “The Iraqi authorities have chosen to defy 

repeated calls not to execute prisoners and to rely on tainted ‘confessions’ obtained under torture,” 

Hassiba Hadj Sahraoui of Amnesty International said last month. “That a death sentence could be 

imposed after obviously grossly unfair trials beggars belief.” UN human rights chief Navi Pillay said this 

year that Iraq’s criminal justice system was “not functioning adequately”. 


