Senior Aide to Hussein Sentenced to 15 Years 

March 12, 2009
The New York Times
By MARC SANTORA
BAGHDAD — Tariq Aziz, the senior aide to Saddam Hussein who gained international renown as the public face of Iraq during the Persian Gulf war in 1991, was sentenced to 15 years in prison on Wednesday for crimes against humanity.

It is the second verdict to be issued in a case involving Mr. Aziz, 73. Earlier this month he was acquitted on charges of ordering a brutal crackdown against Shiite protesters after the assassination of a revered cleric. He still faces charges in a third trial involving a massacre of Kurds in 1983.

Two of Mr. Hussein’s half brothers, Watban Ibrahim al-Hassan and Sabawi Ibrahim al-Hassan, were sentenced to death in the same case, the 1992 executions of 42 Baghdad merchants accused of speculating on the price of food while the country was under severe international sanctions after its invasion of neighboring Kuwait.

Also sentenced in the case was Ali Hassan Majid, known as Chemical Ali, who received 15 years in prison. One of Mr. Hussein’s most notorious henchmen, Mr. Majid has been sentenced to death in three trials. However, while Mr. Hussein’s death sentence was swiftly carried out, it remains unclear when Mr. Majid will be executed.

Mr. Aziz has said he is not guilty of any wrongdoing in any of the cases against him, and one of his lawyers said he would appeal. “The decision was surprising and a shock for me as lawyer and for all lawyers and legal experts in the world,” said the lawyer, Badea Araf Azzit, speaking by telephone from Jordan. “Tariq Aziz had nothing to do with the security issue under Saddam. He was in charge of only a diplomatic and political portfolio.”

At the time of the executions, he said, Mr. Aziz was on an official mission to Europe. As Mr. Hussein’s longtime confidant, Mr. Aziz played a prominent role in all of Iraq’s wars, including its 1980-88 conflict with Iran.

In the gulf war, he rejected a last-minute overture from President George Bush for talks, citing what he called the American leader’s humiliating tone.

In 2003, two weeks after Mr. Hussein’s government was toppled, Mr. Aziz turned himself over to coalition forces.

There was scattered violence across the country on Wednesday, including a car bomb attack in Mosul that killed three Iraqi soldiers and another car bomb in Kirkuk that left at least one person dead and a dozen wounded, security officials said.
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