Ninewa Province to Set Its Own Course 

Ninewa, 20 November 2008 ( Kurdish Globe )
Iraqi Islamic Party falsely accuses Kurds of having sights on Ninewa 

By Qassim Khidhir 
Kurds: Identity of the disputed areas will be determined by the upcoming provincial elections.

The Kurdistan Alliance is rejecting the Iraqi Islamic Party's assertions that Kurdistan Region seeks to incorporate Ninewa province, and are criticizing the Party's beliefs that Ninewa province is Arabic.

The Iraqi Islamic Party, led by Iraqi Vice President Tareq al-Hashimi, said this week that the people of Ninewa province in northern Iraq do not agree to any change in their province's Arab identity.

Ninewa deputy Governor Khasro Goran, who is a Kurd, described the Islamic Party's statement as irresponsible.

"The identity of the areas disputed between the Baghdad government and Kurdistan Region Government (KRG) will be determined by free elections," said Goran. "The people of the disputed areas are the ones who will decide whether their areas will be part of Kurdistan Region."

Goran demanded that the Iraqi Islamic Party respect the Iraqi Constitution, especially considering that the party itself voted for the Constitution.

Several areas of Ninewa province, inhabited by Kurds, Yazidis, Shabaks, and Christians, are disputed areas.

Sixty percent of Ninewa is Arab, mostly Sunni; 25 percent are Kurds and 15 percent are Christians, Yazidis, and Shabaks. Kurds consider Yazidis and Shabaks to be of Kurdish origin.

Article 140 of the Iraqi Constitution is related to the disputed areas, notably the oil-rich Kirkuk province. It addresses the issue in three stages: normalization, a population census, and then a referendum, which will let the residents decide whether they want to be under the Baghdad administration or the KRG.

The Kurdistan Alliance list in Iraqi Parliament released a statement saying that Kurdistan Region has never demanded the merging of Ninewa province with their own.

"Our only concern is the disputed areas, which we want solved according to the Iraqi Constitution," read the statement.

Meanwhile, MP Mahma Khalil Shangali said it is incorrect to identify Ninewa as Arabic. Ninewa is an Iraqi province where Arabs, Kurds, and Christians live amid the Muslim, Christian, and Yazidi religions, said Shangali.

As part of their politicizing of the entire issue, the Islamic Party understands that the majority of Arabs in Ninewa province will vote for tribal lists in the upcoming provincial elections, which belong to former members of Saddam Hussein's Baath Party. And they believe that by making such a statement it will attract more Arab voters, since many Arabs in the province want their situation to return to the one similar to Saddam's era when Arabs had absolute power in the province.
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