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Haiti was the world's first former African slave-led republic and became the first independent Caribbean state when it fought for and won independence from France in 1804. Once considered a rich country in France’s colonial empire, today Haiti is one of the poorest, least-developed countries in the world, following decades of poverty, political instability, dictatorship and natural disasters.

Haiti’s most notorious dictator was François Duvalier, also known as ‘Papa Doc’, who was elected in 1957 and became a brutal dictator, committing massive human rights violations.  His son Jean-Claude Duvalier, known as ‘Baby Doc’, took  over in 1971. Under his rule, human rights abuses continued, with many political prisoners, “disappearances” and political killings, torture, repression of the press and political dissent (HRW, 2011). In 1986, a revolt known as Operation Deschoukay forced Baby Doc to flee to France. Several military governments ruled for the next six years.
President elections in 1990 brought former priest Jean-Bertrand Aristide to power. However, he was overthrown by a military coup shortly after taking office, followed by three years of military rule. Economic sanctions followed by UN intervention led by the United States were attempts to end the instability in Haiti, but the ongoing political turmoil and violence could not be stopped. In the midst of the tumultuous situation, elections were organized in 2004 and won by René Préval.  
In January 2010 Haiti’s capital Port-au-Prince was hit by the worst earthquake in 200 years. This worsened the already disastrous situation of the country. Haiti became completely dependent on international aid for reconstruction work.  There were many complaints raised about bad administration of the funds. In addition, an outbreak of cholera added to the country’s distress ten months after the earthquake. In May 2011 former Haitian pop star Michel Martelly became president of Haiti, but until today he has not been able to stabilize Haiti’s tumultuous political situation. 

In January 2011, Jean-Claude (Baby Doc) Duvalier made a surprise return to Haiti after nearly 25 years in exile in France. This made prosecution for his human rights abuses possible. However, In January 2012 a Haitian judge declared that the former dictator would only be charged with corruption despite allegations of murders, disappearances and torture. According to Human Rights Watch, this decision ignores Haiti’s international obligation to prosecute human rights crimes (see article HRW). “This wrong-headed decision, if upheld on appeal, would entrench Haiti’s culture of impunity by denying justice for Duvalier’s thousands of victims,” said Reed Brody, special counsel for Human Rights Watch. “This ruling is another reminder that Haiti’s justice system has almost always been on the side of the powerful, no matter how gruesome or destructive their crimes.” In February, several victims decided to appeal the judge’s decision in order to proceed with the human rights case.
Because ongoing impunity in Haiti will feed politicides and human rights violations in the future, Genocide Watch advocates reversal of the judge’s decision that granted Baby Doc immunity for his many crimes. 

Because of the country’s tumultuous history and the refusal to charge Jean-Claude Duvalier with human rights violations, Genocide Watch considers Haiti at stage 6, Preparation for politicide.
Please send information to: Haiti@genocidewatch.org

