
UN prosecutor fears Milosevic trial dragging on 
 

Reuters 

18 Oct 2005 
 

AMSTERDAM, Oct 18 (Reuters) - The trial of Slobodan Milosevic may 

take another 4 to 5 years if the former Yugoslav president accused of 

genocide gets his way, the prosecutor of the U.N. war crimes tribunal 

said on Tuesday. 

 

Milosevic wants to call almost 200 witnesses for his defence case, 

prosecutor Geoffrey Nice said.  They include former U.S. President 

Bill Clinton and British Prime Minister Tony Blair. 

 

Milosevic also wants the court to summon Germany's outgoing chancellor, 

Gerhard Schroeder, and retired U.S. general, Wesley Clark. 

 

Milosevic, who has been on trial in The Hague for almost 4 years, 

handed a list of 199 defence witnesses to the tribunal and asked for 

an extension to present his defence. 

 

Since September last year, when Milosevic began his own defence, 

he has managed to hear 39 witnesses and used about 100 days of the 

150 working days the trial allocated him, Nice said. 

 

The trial chamber announced it will discuss Milosevic's request 

at a special status conference. 

 

Milosevic said he needs 100 additional working days to hear 

his witnesses, on top of the 150 days already allocated. 

 

The prosecution has said Milosevic would try to prolong his trial 

by arguing for more time to question his witnesses. 

 

The trial, that began in February 2002, has been repeatedly delayed 

due to his heart condition and high blood pressure. 

 

Prosecutors have tried to speed up proceedings by asking the court 

to consider working four or five days a week instead of three. The 

request was rejected due to Milosevic's health. 

 

WAR CRIMES 
 

Blair and Clinton were two of the main Western leaders behind NATO's 

11-week bombing campaign to halt Serbian repression in Kosovo in 1999 

and Clark directed the bombing. 



 

Milosevic accuses the West of war crimes in the Kosovo conflict 

and describes himself as a peacemaker in the Balkans. 

 

Charged with genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes 

during the bloody collapse of the Yugoslav federation in the 1990s, 

Milosevic does not recognise the court and has declined to enter 

a plea. Pleas of not guilty were entered for him. 

 

The three-judge panel said earlier this year they wanted the 

defence case to end by October. The prosecution finished hearing 

its almost 300 witnesses in February last year. 

 

The court is supposed to complete all cases, including appeals, 

by the end of 2010. 
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