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PARIS, Oct. 11 - It became known as one of the most notorious events of the Balkan 

wars, that day in November 1991 when Serbian forces overran a Croatian town, Vukovar, 

emptied the hospital and killed almost 300 people. 

Among the dead were patients, members of the hospital staff, journalists and Croatian 

fighters who had taken refuge.  

On Tuesday, the war crimes tribunal in The Hague began the trial of the three Serbian 

Army officers accused of the main responsibility for the events. They are charged with 

crimes against humanity and war crimes, including persecution, murder and torture. 

Two officers, Veselin Sljivancanin, 52, and Miroslav Radic, 43, pleaded not guilty; the 

third, Mile Mrksic, 58, did not speak. Prosecutors said the commanders were being held 

accountable because they had control over both the Serbian troops and the Serbian 

paramilitaries that organized and carried out the killings. 

Medieval Vukovar, perched on the banks of the Danube River, was seized by Serbian 

forces in 1991, the last town to fall in a border region that had long been inhabited by 

both Serbs and Croats. During the war that tore up Yugoslavia, Serbian troops seized the 

region to expel all non-Serbs and annex the land.  

Prosecutors told the court that after the town had fallen, the Serbian troops kept 

international observers away from the hospital to carry out their plan with military 

precision.  

While Major Sljivancanin kept the hospital's doctors and nurses engaged in a meeting, 

the indictment says, other soldiers hurriedly corralled about 400 people, most of them 

Croats and other non-Serbs, onto buses and took them to military barracks. Most were 

beaten, some were sent back to Vukovar and those remaining were driven to a ravine.  

There, more than 260 of the unarmed captives were executed. "Serb forces used a 

bulldozer to bury the bodies of the victims in a mass grave," the indictment says. 

The trial of the three officers is expected to go on for at least six months. Prosecutors said 

they were calling almost 70 witnesses, both survivors and people who witnessed the the 

events. 
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