EGuinea coup prisoner freed on health grounds

Sat Apr 4, 11:08 am 
Agence France Presse

MALABO (AFP) – A Lebanese businessman jailed after a failed coup attempt in Equatorial Guinea is to be pardoned on health grounds, an official decree published Saturday said.

Mohamed Salaami was sentenced in June 2008 to a jail term of 18 years. The coup leader Briton Simon Mann is serving a 34-year sentence.

The presidential decree said Salaami was being given a "full pardon" because of his state of health and the need for him to receive rapidly specialist medical treatment.

The nature of the illness and the type of treatment needed were not specified.

The decree also said that Salaami's attitude during the enquiry, behaviour in prison and "deep and incredible" regrets had contributed to his being freed. He is supposed to quit the territory of the west Afican state immediately and never return.
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