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China Won’t Alter Olympic Torch Path 

By JULIET MACUR and DAVID LAGUE

BEIJING — Despite violent protests in Tibet, China remains steadfast in its plan to take the Olympic torch to Tibet and to Mount Everest, officials in the Beijing Olympics organizing committee said Wednesday. 

The torch will be lighted in Athens on Monday and, after a global tour of 135 cities, is to reach the top of Mount Everest sometime in May, when the weather makes a safe ascent possible. Afterward, that Olympic flame, one of two that will be in China at that time, will be taken through Lhasa, the Tibetan capital, the site of deadly riots last week and a continuing Chinese crackdown. 

Jiang Xiaoyu, executive vice president of the organizing committee, said at a news conference on Wednesday that International Olympic Committee rules allowed for a change or cancellation in the torch route in certain cities in the event of bad weather or other unfavorable conditions. But Mr. Jiang said he was confident that the relay would be held as planned, despite its course through restive Tibetan regions, which he said had “basically been stabilized.” 

“Those events will never affect the normal operation of the torch relay in China,” Mr. Jiang said. 

The unrest in Tibetan areas has raised the possibility of trouble along the torch route before the Olympics, which begin in Beijing on Aug. 8.

China reaffirmed plans for the torch relay even as it intensified denunciations of the Dalai Lama, the exiled spiritual leader of Tibet, who has been accused by the Chinese authorities of fomenting the Tibetan protests in Lhasa and other parts of China this past week. 

The Communist Party chief of Tibet, Zhang Qingli, called the Dalai Lama “a jackal in Buddhist monk’s robes, an evil spirit with a human face and the heart of a beast,” the China Tibet News reported. Speaking at a teleconference of Tibet’s government and party leaders, he warned, “We are engaged in a fierce battle of blood and fire with the Dalai clique.” 

Tibet’s regional government said 105 people involved in violent protests in Lhasa on Friday had surrendered to the police by Tuesday night, the official Xinhua news agency said Wednesday. 

Chinese officials have said that 16 people were killed in the unrest, while the Tibetan government in exile said that the death toll had risen to 103, reporting that four more people had been killed Tuesday in Ganzi County, in Sichuan Province. 

Samdhong Rinpoche, a Buddhist monk who serves as the elected prime minister of the government in exile in Dharamsala, India, said in an interview that there had been 800 arrests in Lhasa alone since Sunday night.

Monks at the Institute of Higher Tibetan Studies in Dharamsala were in telephone contact with people in and around their sister monastery, called Kirti, in Sichuan Province. 

They said their sources told them that Chinese officials had made public announcements on bullhorns, inviting leaders of the protests to surrender and others to turn in instigators in exchange for monetary rewards. There were also reports from inside the monastery that food stocks were running low, that the injured had been refused treatment at the local hospital, and that the head priest had been summoned for questioning by Chinese civilian and military officials.

None of the reports could be independently confirmed. Access has been restricted for regions where clashes between ethnic Tibetan protesters and security forces have been reported. The monks in Dharamsala did not share the names or numbers of their informants out of fear for their safety.

The Dalai Lama, speaking from Dharamsala, has denied that he has masterminded the protests, and he has called for the violence to end. Protests continued in Dharamsala, though. 

He met Wednesday morning with a coalition of activist groups to express his reservations about their march from Dharamsala to Lhasa. “He cannot order them; he can appeal,” his secretary, Tenzin Taklha, said after the meeting. “He felt it would be unrealistic for them. To cross the border, get shot at — it won’t help anything.”

Sherab Woeser, a coordinator of the march, said that the procession would continue for now, and that the marchers would make further announcements on Thursday. The march, which began Saturday, has advanced about 100 miles.

Prime Minister Gordon Brown of Britain said Wednesday that he had spoken with Prime Minister Wen Jiabao of China and that Mr. Wen had said he was prepared to hold discussions on Tibet with the Dalai Lama, The Associated Press reported from London. Mr. Brown said he had spoken with Mr. Wen to call for restraint after the violent protests in Tibet.

The Olympic torch relay, which will last 130 days and involve more than 20,000 torchbearers, is called the “Journey of Harmony” by the Beijing Olympics organizing committee. Committee officials said they and other entities involved with the relay would do their best to keep it harmonious. 

Keeping the torch relay protest-free and safe is one of several issues weighing heavily on the Beijing Olympics organizing committee. Keeping international dignitaries at the opening ceremony is another. Prince Charles of Britain, a supporter of the Dalai Lama, has already said he will not attend. 

Threats of protesters at the torch relay and boycotts of the opening ceremony added new concerns to those about the air quality in Beijing and criticism over China’s continuing relationship with Sudan.

Games organizers in Beijing said they expected some international criticism when they were awarded the Games in 2001, just not this much. Wang Hui, executive deputy director of the organizing committee, said in an interview two weeks ago that linking political issues with the Games was inappropriate and unfair. “What does any of this have to do with the Olympics?” Ms. Wang said. “Just a little while ago, I didn’t even know where Darfur was.”

Somini Sengupta and Hari Kumar contributed reporting from Dharamsala, India.
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