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Chicago, Oct. 7. The U.S’s first-ever memorial to commemorate more than 2 million people killed in 
the Cambodian genocide will be dedicated in Chicago today in a ceremony that will also witness the 
opening of Chicag’s first Cambodian American cultural center.  
 
The Attorney General Lisa Madigan and U.S. State Rep. Larry McKeon (D-13th District) will be on 
hand to help cut the ribbon at the Killing Fields memorial at the newly expanded headquarters of 
the Cambodian American community, 2831 W. Lawrence Ave.  
 
Although Thursday’s ceremony marks the culmination of the association’s four-year, $1.4 million 
Capital Campaign for Hope and Renewal, the memorial and cultural center have been a longtime 
goal of Cambodian American community and association founder Kompha Seth.  
 
”Our people have suffered tremendously and we will probably never heal fully, but we feel strongly 
that we must stop thinking of ourselves as refugees and start thinking of ourselves as citizens,” Seth 
said.  
 
”This memorial and cultural center will help us to grieve for our dead, to remember them always, 
but it will also remind us that we have an obligation to share with others about our experiences and 
also to reach out to those sufferers from other places who have followed us to this country,” Seth 
added.  
 
Besides the understated glass memorial, etched with the names of Cambodians who died during the 
1975-1979 genocide, the new cultural center will feature a wide array of cultural programs for 
Cambodians and non-Cambodians alike. Besides art and language classes, the public can also learn 
the ancient art of Apsara dancing, one of the most beautiful folk dances in the world.  
 
More than 2 million people died when the Khmer Rouge turned Cambodian into a slaughterhouse 
in the late 1970s. The survivor s of the regime who came to this country often had nothing more 
than the clothes they wore. Today, Cambodian Americans continue to dwell on the lower echelons 
of American society, often mired in poverty, violence and cultural isolation.  
 
For 28 years, the Cambodian Association of Illinois has worked to help Chicagoland’s approximately 
7,000 Cambodian Americans take their place as full citizens. It has offered and continues to offer an 
array of public services including ESL, financial literacy and job training, senior care, youth & 
children, family health outreach, citizenship and civic education, and community organizing.  
 
For more information on the dedication of the Killing Fields Memorial and Museum, please contact 
Ms. Dary Mien at (773) 878-7090 extension 203.  

The Cambodian Association of Illinois is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit social service organization. Please see 
our website at www.cambodian-association.org 


