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The man who served as deputy to Pol Pot has admitted responsibility in 

part for Cambodia's genocide and is prepared to go before a United Nations 

tribunal to be questioned about his crimes. 

 

Nuon Chea, 78, was the closest comrade of one of the 20th century's 

most blood-stained dictators for more than 30 years. He was personally 

responsible for ordering thousands of executions in Cambodia. 

 

In a rare interview, he confessed:  "Yes, we take responsibility. We 

do not deny it but there are different types of responsibility: executive, 

legal, moral. Our mistake was that we did not go out into the country's 

fields to find what was really happening." 

 

A quarter of the population - about two million people - were executed 

or died of starvation during Cambodia's communist revolution 30 years ago 

but no one has ever been brought to justice. 

 

Since Pol Pot died in 1998, the man known as "Brother Two" has lived 

quietly in the countryside. 

 

The Cambodian government has shown little interest in bringing him before 

a court, although many believe he was one of the chief architects of the 

policy that led to the killing fields, not least because many senior and 

middle-ranking figures in national and regional government are former 

members of the Khmer Rouge. 

 

But it now appears the United Nations trial of Nuon Chea and other 

senior figures will happen after foundering time and again for eight years. 

International funding has been secured and the UN expects the process to 

begin early next year. 

 

Time is running out: Brother Two is now in poor health. "I will go before 

the tribunal to explain the reasons why our people died - I am waiting for 

the day to come", he said in a surprisingly frank interview with the BBC. 

 

Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge forces seized complete control of Cambodia in April 

1975 and immediately set about turning the country into a peasant society: 



towns and cities were emptied as more than two million people were driven 

from the capital Phnom Penh in a matter of days. 

 

Those too old or sick to move were executed, as were the soldiers and 

officials of the former republican government.  The "new people" from 

the towns were expected to learn how to live, work, dress, even think 

like peasants. 

 

In the country's new collectives, children were separated from parents, 

husbands from wives. Everyone belonged to a new family - the party - and 

those judged not to belong were executed.  Pol Pot boasted that the new 

"Democratic Kampuchea" was the "purest" communist society in the world. 

 

But although more people were working on the land than ever before, 

not enough rice was being grown to feed them. 

 

"We, the senior leaders, did not control the party properly," Nuon Chea 

admitted. 

 

The UN tribunal is expected to question him closely about the part he 

played in orchestrating these bloody purges and it will be able to draw 

on evidence from the chairman of the party's security office, who claims 

he received direct orders from Nuon Chea to kill hundreds of prisoners. 

 

He is unrepentant: "Some people did not admit their mistakes and 

wrong-doings, others admitted their mistakes and were accepted. But 

we did not kill many - we killed the bad people not good ones." 

 

He does not acknowledge Pol Pot's great socialist experiment to have 

been at fault. Instead, he blames the starvation and the executions on 

"bad elements". 

 

"The victory in 1975 came too quickly," he says. "We did not have time 

to train real revolutionary cadres and there were traitors among us who 

destroyed most of our rice product, officials who were in charge of zones 

and provinces. They were hiding in our party." 

 

It was this, Nuon Chea says, that led to the purges, the systematic 

policy of torture and executions that reached into every corner of the 

country after 1976. 

 

Files taken from the party's secret security office show that confessions 

extracted under torture were sent to "Brother Nuon". 

 

The prisoners were then executed in the killing fields. The wives, 

children, even babies of party members accused of treason were also 



killed. 

 

More than 14,000 people passed through the most notorious interrogation 

centre on the outskirts of Phnom Penh in three years. There were only 

seven survivors. 

 

The rest of the world only learned of Pol Pot's killing fields when 

Vietnamese soldiers invaded the country and ended the revolution in 1979. 

 

Nuon Chea still blames the Vietnamese and "enemies inside the party". He 

describes his old friend Pol as a "patriot" whose "conscience was clear". 

 

 

* The interview with Nuon Chea will be broadcast next Friday as part of 

the BBC2 Timewatch series: Pol Pot: The Journey to the Killing Fields. 


