
Cambodia's Muslims told to seek justice for those killed by Khmer Rouge 
By KER MUNTHIT 

Associated Press Writer 

     PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) - Cambodian Muslims should actively 

take part in preparations for a genocide court to try former Khmer 

Rouge leaders, because the regime was particularly brutal toward 

their community, a top researcher said Thursday. 

     The Khmer Rouge ruled mostly Buddhist Cambodia between 1975-79 

with extremist communist policies that resulted in the death of some 

1.7 million people from starvation, disease, overwork and execution. 

     Some researchers believe Cambodia's minority Muslims, mostly 

members of the Cham ethnic group, were especially targeted by the 

regime. 

     Youk Chhang, director of the Documentation Center of Cambodia, 

held a meeting Thursday at his office in Phnom Penh with 50 Cham 

community leaders. 

     "The quality of the tribunal and guarantee of justice also 

depend on participation of all the people," Youk Chhang said. "I'd 

like to ask the Cham community to participate through whatever means 

you have." 

     He encouraged them to start compiling oral histories of their 

people's suffering under the Khmer Rouge. Youk Chhang's center 

gathers evidence of the regime's atrocities. 

     Youk Chhang said the Khmer Rouge's campaign against the Cham was 

genocide because it was targeted against an ethnic group. 

     Before 1975, there were about 700,000 Chams in Cambodia, but only 

around 100,000 survived Khmer Rouge rule, said Ysa Osman, a 

researcher at the center. Muslims now make up around 3 percent of 

Cambodia's 13 million population. 

     Some of the few documented cases of resistance during the Khmer 

Rouge regime were organized by Chams. 

     At Thursday's meeting, Sos Ponyamin, 50, recalled how the Khmer 

Rouge crushed a revolt in eastern Cambodia in 1975. 

     He said the insurrection began after the Khmer Rouge banned 

residents of Svay Kleang and Koh Phal villages in Kampong Cham 

province from practicing Islam. 

     Three sword-wielding villagers in Svay Kleang later ambushed 

Khmer Rouge cadres, killing one. Others then joined the revolt, but 

were subdued after one night of fighting. 

     Sos Ponyamin took part in the brief rebellion and was jailed for 

a month. 

     Many of his compatriots didn't survive the Khmer Rouge's fury. 

"People were rounded up and taken away, 20, 30, 40 at a time, every 

day. They killed them," Sos Ponyamin said. 

     "In our anger, we wish we could kill them (the Khmer Rouge 

leaders) right now and not just seek a trial for them," said Sos 



Ponyamin. 

     But he added Islam preaches against revenge. 


