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U.N. tells Cambodia to seek funds to try Khmer Rouge 

PHNOM PENH (Reuters) - U.N. chief Kofi Annan has asked impoverished Cambodia to request funds 
formally to try Khmer Rouge leaders once it has ratified a pact on setting up the tribunal, Foreign Minister 
Hor Namhong said on Saturday.  

Only then can the United Nations seek donors for the estimated $50 million needed to put on trial ageing 
leaders of the "Killing Fields" regime which killed around 1.7 million Cambodians during its 1975-79 rule, 
the U.N. Secretary-General told reporters.  

The parliament of Cambodia, which says it cannot finance the trial, is due to ratify a pact with the U.N. 
nearly six years in the making on setting up a tribunal involving foreign judges and prosecutors, early next 
week.  

"Kofi Annan asked Cambodia's government to send a letter to the United Nations, after ratifying the UN 
agreement, so that he can call on or hold a meeting with donors to seek a budget to support the trial," Hor 
Namhong said on returning from New York.  

Hor Namhong said he urged Annan during the opening of the U.N. General Assembly to be quick about 
raising the money.  

Any delay "could bring a tribunal without people to be tried", he said. "I mean, all the old Khmer Rouge 
leaders could die, so I want Kofi Annan to pay attention to these issues."  

None of the leaders of a regime which emptied the cities, tried to weed out the educated and execute 
them and killed people through starvation and overwork, has faced the courts.  

The surviving Khmer Rouge leaders are in their 60s and 70s.  

The architect of the regime, Brother Number One Pol Pot, died in 1998. Other leaders, including Brother 
Number Two Nuon Chea, then head of state Khieu Samphan and Foreign Minister Ieng Sary are free.  

Only two top members of the regime, one-legged military chief Ta Mok and Duch, the head of the 
notorious Tual Sleng interrogation centre, a former school from which very few emerged alive, await trial.  

The U.N.-Cambodia pact plans three years of trials which will involve more than 2,000 people, but Prime 
Minister Hun Sen has said his government can afford to supply only the venue, water and electricity 

  


