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Cambodia and the United Nations should quickly secure sufficient funds needed for a 

tribunal to try surviving leaders of the Khmer Rouge, a senior government adviser 

and analyst said Tuesday. 

 

On Monday in New York, donor nations pledged more than 38 million dollars towards 

the proceedings, less than five million dollars short of the UN's portion of the 56-

million-dollar budget. 

 

Cambodia is to fund the remaining 13 million dollars required for the three-year 

tribunal.  

 

"We are within a hair's breadth of the target of the international side," said Helen 

Jarvis, an adviser to the government task force preparing for the trial of the leaders 

of the 'Killing Fields' regime. 

 

"There are several expected donors who did not speak today for various reasons and 

they are expected to come forward in the next couple of days to bring us up to 

target," she told AFP, speaking by telephone from New York. 

 

Cambodia has undertaken to pay 1.5 million dollars of its required 13 million dollars, 

and Jarvis said several countries had given an indication they would provide funds to 

the kingdom. 

 

"I think quite a few countries want to make sure that the international side is 

secured first," she said. "We're certainly very optimistic that it won't fail for a lack of 

funds on that side." 

 

Youk Chhang, director of the Documentation Centre of Cambodia which has been 

accumulating evidence of atrocities, said he was confident the small shortfall would 

be met. 

 

"It's only five million, it's very small... I'm very happy that they (the donors) came 

forward to support this most important process, not just for Cambodia but for 

international interests," he told AFP. 

 

On the Cambodian side, he said the government should consider asking private 

businesspeople in the kingdom to contribute. 

 

"These tycoons should perhaps pay to contribute to this important process which will 

allow their businesses to prosper further by enforcing the rule of law." 

 

Under the agreement between the government and UN, the setting up of the so-

called Extraordinary Chambers can commence once pledges for the full three years 

have been received along with actual contributions for the first year. 

 

The surviving leaders of the Pol Pot regime, which claimed the lives of some two 

million people as they dogmatically pursued an agrarian utopia, are mostly aged in 

their 70s. Pol Pot died in 1998. 



  


