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PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP)—A research group has turned over more than 380,000 

pages of Khmer Rouge documents that detail torture and other atrocities to a U.N.-backed 

tribunal to help it build cases for trying the former Cambodian regime's surviving leaders, 

the group's director said Tuesday. Among the documents are telegrams between top 

Khmer Rouge leaders and their rank-and-file officers, handwritten prisoners' confessions 

extracted through torture and other records kept by the regime's leaders—many of which 

have never been publicly released. 

 

The 383,149 pages of documents, contained on 524 reels of microfilm, were handed over 

to prosecutors Monday, said Youk Chhang, director of the Documentation Center of 

Cambodia, an independent group that has spent a decade collecting information about the 

Khmer Rouge's crimes. He said he hoped the archives would "help speed up the 

investigation process" for trying former Khmer Rouge leaders. The group's extremist 

policies led to the deaths of an estimated 1.7 million people during its 1975-79 rule. 

 

Earlier this month, judges and prosecutors from Cambodia and foreign countries were 

sworn in for U.N.-backed trials of the regime's former leaders on charges of genocide and 

crimes against humanity. Prosecutors have started gathering evidence for the trials, 

expected to begin in 2007. 

 

The documents handed over Monday are the first batch from the Documentation Center 

of Cambodia, which also has collected photographs of atrocities taken by the Khmer 

Rouge, maps of mass graves across the country and accounts given by survivors. A 

tribunal spokesman, Reach Sambath, said the documents "are very useful for trying 

former Khmer Rouge leaders in the future." 

 

The Khmer Rouge movement collapsed in 1999. Pol Pot, its leader, died in 1998, but 

several of his top lieutenants, aging and infirm, still live and move freely in Cambodia. 

Many people fear that they may die before they are brought to trial. Ta Mok, a jailed ex-

Khmer Rouge army chief, was recently hospitalized for various ailments at a military 

hospital and is reportedly close to death. 

 

Relatives of Ta Mok, 82, held a prayer ceremony for him Tuesday at a Buddhist temple, 

where they said he had lived for 10 years during his youth as a Buddhist monk. "We are 

praying to Lord Buddha to rescue him from his illness," said Ta Mok's sister-in-law, 

Leng Mom. 

 



Another jailed former Khmer Rouge official, Kaing Khek Iev, oversaw the notorious S-

21 prison, which is now the Tuol Sleng genocide museum in Phnom Penh. 

 

Up to 16,000 men, women and children were tortured at the prison before being taken for 

execution outside the capital. Only 14 people are thought to have survived the prison. 

 

Youk Chhang, 46, a Khmer Rouge survivor, said he felt a sense of relief in turning over 

the archives. "I have done my duty as a victim," he said, adding that his staff feels that 

"they have taken part in important work and contributed to history." The group is an 

independent research institute that originated in the Cambodian Genocide Program at 

Yale University in 1995 with a grant from the U.S. State Department. 
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