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The Cambodian Human Rights Action Committee (CHRAC), a coalition of 21 NGOs, is 

deeply concerned about the possible loss of Mr. Ung Chheun called Ta Mok who is 

plausibly a potential witness or suspect before the Extraordinary Chambers in the Court 

of Cambodia (ECCC), now staying in Preah Ketomealea hospital for immediate treatment 

of his serious health condition.  

  

While the judges and prosecutors of the ECCC just began their work earlier this month, 

Ta Mok who is one of the most potential persons among the most responsible Khmer 

Rouge leaders is now at bad health condition due to previous lack of medical care 

services. 

  

According to his lawyer, Ta Mok's health condition is now very serious and he has lapsed 

into coma caused by various illnesses and his old age. Eighty two-year old Ta Mok, a 

former Khmer Rouge commander, has been detained in the military court's custody since 

1999; charged with genocide and crimes against humanity.  

  

Therefore, CHRAC wishes to call for both the Royal Government of Cambodia and the 

UN to pay stronger attention to Ta Mok's health by ensuring that he immediately will be 

sent to the best hospital for efficient care. The failure to bring him to a better hospital 

might lead to his death and ECCC would then lose one of its relevant witnesses and 

suspects who may be a potential witness or suspect in giving information for the ECCC 

to seek for justice for the Cambodian people victimized by Khmer Rouge regime. The 

loss of Ta Mok would clearly affect the ECCC negatively, which is now just starting to 

operate after a long period of negotiations. It is also of uttermost importance that the 

other former Khmer Rouge leaders, who all are old and some of them suffering from bad 



health, are receiving proper treatment in order to ensure their participation as key 

witnesses or suspect in the upcoming trials.  

  


