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PHNOM PENH (Reuters) - The death of Serb leader Slobodan Milosevic during his trial 
has heightened the need to start the long-delayed trials of aging Khmer Rouge leaders on 
charges of genocide, United Nations officials said on Tuesday. 

``We all know that the possible accused all are aging, so we really have to start the 
process as soon as we can,'' Michelle Lee, the U.N.'s deputy director of the court 
administration preparing the trials. 

No date has been set for the trials of the surviving leaders of the Khmer Rouge under 
whose rule an estimated 1.7 million people were killed or died of forced labor, starvation 
or disease between 1975 and the end of 1978. 

But Halen Jarvis, the tribunal's Australian spokeswoman, said at a ceremony for the 
signing of an agreement on the logistics of the trials that everyone involved wanted them 
to start soon. 

``Not only for the possible accused, but also the victims and Cambodians who are waiting 
for justice, everybody needs to move forward quickly,'' Jarvis said. 

``And of course this concern is heightened by the death of Slobodan Milosevic over the 
weekend,'' she said. 

Two Khmer Rouge leaders have been detained -- Ta Mok, the one-legged Khmer Rouge 
military chief who is now 78, and Duch, 59, head of the Tuol Sleng interrogation center 
from which few prisoners emerged alive. Duch's real name is Kang Kek Ieu. 

The regime's leader, ``Brother Number One'' Pol Pot, died in 1998, but others such as 
``Brother Number Two'' Nuon Chea, former head of state Khieu Samphan and former 
Foreign Minister Ieng Sary are living as free men. All are in their 70s. 

On Thursday, U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan sent Cambodian Prime Minister Hun 
Sen a list of 12 possibles for the international staff on the landmark joint tribunal, which 
has a three-year budget of $56.3 million. 

Phnom Penh had also submitted its candidates for the court, which will be presided over 
by three Cambodian and two international judges sitting jointly. 

Almost every single Cambodian family lost relatives under the rule of the back to the 
land Khmer Rouge, who emptied the cities and isolated the country. 



None of their leaders has faced justice and critics fear many of them will die before the 
legal process ends. 
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