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NGOs Shouldn't Object to Party Affiliation of Trial Judges  

AllenMyers  

PhnomPenh  

  

Do court officials have the same rights as other people?  

  

Is being a member of a political party a criminal act?  

  

NGOs that call themselves "human rights organizations" were quoted in a May  

5article, "Critics Question Training of Short listed judges" (page >17), as  

calling for job discrimination against some Cambodians.  

  

They wanted judges and lawyers who are members of political parties  

Excluded from consideration for positions in the court that will try Khmer  

Rouge leaders.  

  

There was no clear explanation of why political party membership should  

Disqualify anyone.  

  

It is well known that in many parts of the US-the source of all wisdom and  

Much funding for many Cambodian NGOs-judges are elected to office on party  

tickets.  

  

It is also well known that US federal judges are appointed largely on the  

Basis of their political and financial support for the party of the US  

president.  

  

The law establishing the court for the Khmer Rouge trials was passed  

Without dissent by both the National Assembly and the Senate, so it would  

Seem that there are not diverging party lines on holding the trials.  

  

None of the political parties has adopted an official position on the guilt  

or innocence of any person likely to be brought before the court.  

  

What then, is the objection to members of political parties being included  

for consideration in the trials?  

  

The article quotes Sok Sam Oeun of the Cambodian Defenders Project as  

Suggesting that members of political parties are inherently untrustworthy:  

  

Party affiliation alone is "why we don't trust any of them."  

  

If that is the Case, surely the danger is not limited to the Cambodian  

courts.  



  

Should not all police and soldiers who are party members be demobilized  

immediately?  

  

Does Sok Sam Oeun dare entrust his health to a doctor who is a party member?  

  

Does he favor the sacking of all teachers who are members of political  

parties, before their untrustworthiness rubs off on their students?  

  

Of course, if party members are excluded, the court's officials will have  

To be picked from lawyers who are not party members.  

  

NGOs that express opinions about how the Khmer Rouge trial should or should  

Not be organized, and even accuse the government of bad faith in organizing  

them. "Are not, technically, "parties."  

  

So NGO lawyers, because of their assumed neutrality and support for the  

Rights of others, should be eligible for positions in the Khmer Rouge court.  

  

Here the quoted comments of [Licadho founder] Kek Galabru seem relevant.  

  

She has for years opposed a mixed Cambodian-international tribunal within  

The Cambodian system, calling instead for a fully international trial.  

  

Two months ago she suddenly called for trying the Khmer Rouge in the  

Ordinary courts, without any international participation.  

  

In the May 5 article, she wants to monitor how judges are selected for the  

Mixed tribunal.  

  

Is there any common thread in this jumble of inconsistency and absurdity?  

  

As far as I can see, only one: "human rights" NGOs in Cambodia are in favor  

Of any Khmer Rouge trial, except the one that will actually be held.  

  

I would add that The Cambodia Daily does not aid a rational discussion by  

Presenting as a scandal the fact that three judges among the people being  

Considered for Khmer Rouge court positions "never went to college or  

university."  

  

I am sure the same cannot be said for the Daily's reporters.  

  

It is a shame, however, that their studies have not included a bit more of  

Cambodian history, which might have given them a better understanding of  

The reasons for Cambodia's shortage of legal personnel, both formally  

Educated and not, and a better appreciation of the Cambodian government's  



Efforts to organize a Khmer Rouge trial despite that shortage.  End.  
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